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Dear Brortuer, 

You have this evening been 
solemnly dedicated to the gospel 
ministry. All the official powers im- 
plied in the full character of a min- 
ister of the gospel have been con- 
ferred on you * by prayer, and the 
laying on of the hands of the Pres- 
bytery.”” You have deeply ponder- 
ed, I trust, and strongly felt the full 
import of the vows which your lips 
have uttered. My present duty is 
altogether of a preceptive nature, 
and consists in charging you in the 
name of the great Head of the 
church, and as the mouth of the 
Brethren of this Presbytery, to 
“take heed to the ministry which 
thou hast received in the Lord Je- 
sus, that thou fulfil it.’ Suffer me 
then to accompany you hand in 
hand, as it were, through the sev- 


eral departments of your exalted 
Vou. I. . 


vocation, and to perform, as we has 
ten onward from act to act of the 
Pastoral office, the part of a friendly 
counsellor. 

I. You have to appear every 
Lord’s day in the sanctuary, pub- 
licly officiating at the altar of your 
God. Underthishead I wouldinvite 
your attention to two ministerial 


acts, prayer and the ministry of the’ 


word, both of them of the greatest 
importance, and of regular recur- 
rence. 

Public Prayer—for I now speak 
of prayer only as it is one of your 
public duties—isan act of the whole 
congregation, in which, by the min- 
ister as the leader of their devotions, 
they offer up their desires to God.— 
You must then, though but dust and 
ashes, take upon you to speak unto 
the Lord as the mouth of the peo- 
ple of your charge. Formularies 
of public devotion, being consider- 
ed as unedifying, and unwaranted by 
the authority and example of Christ 
and his apostles, are disallowed by 
us, as they are by every other sec- 
tion of the Presbyterian church; 
but you are net on that account to 
permit yourself to pour forth the 


loose and vapid effusions of a light 
1 





82 Address at the Ordination of 

and irreverent mind. On the con- standing, praying in the Holy Ghost. 
trary, the possession of a state of There may be the reverentiai atti- 
mind befitting humble petitioners tude of wershippers, and sound 
imploring the Throne of Light and speech that cannot be condemned, 
Mercy, and the evolution of a se- there may be eloquence, order, and 
ries of thoughts and words suited to harmony 1n your periods; but where 
the ever-varying exigencies of times, there is not the devotion of * the in- 
places, and persons, demand some ner man,” kindled by a live coal 
previous religious recollections and from Jeboval’s altar, where there 
meditations. Prayers conducted in are no breatltings of the soul afier 
this manner, it appears to us, pre- God, where there is not the pres- 
serve the just medium between the ence of the praying graces of faith, 
two extremes of cold establish- love, bumility, the whole ceremony, 
ed forms, and the unedifying wan- how imposing and attractive soever, 
derings of enthusiasm. By much ts a fool’s offering, a mere heartless 
reading of the scriptures, and in- form, which can never be accepta- 
wardly digesting them, especially ble to Him who requires the heart. 
the Psalms of David, and other de- Seek then to excel both in praying 
votional parts, you will quickly be gifts and graces to the edifying of 
supplied with the richest materials the church. Whilst you prefer, as 
for your public prayers, both in re- the organ of the congregation, their 
gard to thought and language. | petitions to the throne of grace, let 
have always deemed it a great ex- your whole manner evince that, in 
ceillency in public devotion, when your supplicationsand cries for mer- 
the very language of scripture is cy you really mean what you say, 
happily introduced; that has a that you enjoy felt communion with 
weight and falls on the ear and the Jehovah, and have an experimental 
heart with a power peculiar to it- feeling of the spiritual necessities of 
self; but in using the words of scrip- your flock, and of the incomparable 
ture, you must guard against the preciousness of the spiritual mer- 
slovenly and unseemly practice of cies for which you cry. Keep thy 
some who recite text afler text, foot when thou goest to the house of 
without even the form of petition, God, and be more ready to hear, than 


as if they were engaged in preach- 
ing, rather than in praying.—Ability 
for public prayer, isone of the min- 
isterial gifts conferred by Christ. 
which, how great soever, is but the 
mere outside of the duty—the spirit 
and life of the service are quite a 
edifferent thing, proceeding from an 
understanding and a heart under 
ihe teaching and impulse of the 
foly Spirit, as is abundantly evi- 
dent from these scriptural expres- 
sions, a spirit of grace and suppli- 


to give the sacrifice of fouls; for 
they consider not that they do evil. 
Be not rash with thy mouth, and let 
not thine heart be hasty to utter any 
thing before God: for Godis m hea- 
ven and thou upon earth ; therefore 
let thy words be few. 

The ministry of the word, was the 
other act of Pulpit duty wich | men- 
tioned. There will be a regnlar 
weekly demand upon you for two 
public discourses of a very different 
description, a lecture and a sermon. 





cation, praying with all prayer and Lecturmg consists essentially, not in 
supplication in the Spirit, praying handling any insulated text or topic, 
with the Smrit and with the under- but in expounding a whole para- 








graph, argument or book, in its con- 
nexion aad practical bearing on the 
heart aud conduct. An acquaint- 
ance with learning and scieace both 
huimaoand divine, wiil be found re- 
quisite for the just interpretation 
and iilustration of writings so an- 
cient, so various, and so comprehen- 
sive; butif with all the helps one 
may in this age command, theseuse 
of scripture be painfully and pray- 
erfuily investigated, and if the ju- 
dicious-expositor be attended in his 
progress by an anxiously listening 
audience with their Bibles in their 
hands, I can conceive of no other 
species of discourse so likely as lec- 
turing, to create a taste for and con- 
veya knowledge of the word of God, 
nothing that bids so fair to form both 
an accomplished Divine, and an en- 
lightened congregation. ‘The Jew- 
ish priests interpreted the law of 
old, and so did the rulers of the Syn- 
agosues. Thus Christ and his Apos- 
tles preached. And | believe that I 
speak the experience of all the min- 
isters in our connexion, when I say, 
that it 1s felt as a real defect iv the 
ministry by theircongregations when 
the expository lecture is omitted.— 
it is matter of regret that it bas fal- 
Jen into desuetade in any of the 
Presbyterian bodies; and in this 
age of pious and benevolent pro- 
jects, is it not surprising that this 
truly christian, this divine method of 
disseminating truthand reviving true 
godliness in all Zion’s borders by a 
sound exposition of the scriptures, 
should be so generally overlooked ? 
A Sermon is the prosecution of 
some single scriptural topick, in 
the way of proof, or illustration, or 
vindication. You have the whole 
Bible before you where to choose 
your subject of address, but those 
subjects which are of most frequent 
recurrence in scripture are fairly 
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entitled to the greatest prominence 
in your Pulpit ministrations. ‘This 
principle of selection will reduce 
you at once to the adoptionof Paal’s 
determination, “not lo know any 
thing among your people save Jesus 
Christ and ham crucified.” But then 
the ‘cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
is the great subject-matter ofall Rev- 
elation, it 1s that central doctrine on 
which all the truths of religion and 
morality have a direct and intimate 
dependence. [| cannot therefore al- 
low the validity of that excuse tor 
not preaching Christ in every dis- 
course, that He is not named im ev- 
ery text, because Revelation is one 
grand whole, and every discourse, in 
order to be scriptural, must be con- 
ducted upon the broad principles of 
Revelation, and represent christian 
truth, privilege, and duty, as emana- 
ting from, and bearing closely on 
Christ and his cross. Let the doc- 
trine of the cross then be your fa- 
vorite theme, let at shine like a rich 
vein of golden ore in every part of 
your mumstry. Bat having sacredly 
pledged yourself to this, and | trust 
in thorough good faith,let me, in or- 
der to the fulfilment of your pledge, 
say to vou, 

1. Be at pains to familiarize your- 
self with the whole system of chris- 
tian doctrines and duties. Clear, 
expucit and solid statements of the 
genuine doctrines of Christianity are 
much wanted in our day. ‘Truth 
and accuracy are qualities of the 
first importance in didactic medi- 
cine, because of the necessary con- 
nexion of this science with the lives 
and comfort of man; but the same 
qualities are as much more neces- 
sary inthe dispenser of the divine 
medicine of the gospel, as the soul 
is greater in worth than al! worldly 
good. He dips his hand immensely 
deep in guilt who dogmetizes in 
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Theology without being himself 
deeply versed in the oracies of God. 
Theoijogy 1s a science of vast ex- 
tent, and not without its thorns and 
ditliculties, and siould you, by cul- 
tivating its individual regions with 
unceasing toil, ever become, like 
Apoilos, ** mighty in the scriptures,” 
like him too, you would still be far 
enough from having gained the 
heights, or penetrated the depths of 
the “great mystery of godliness.’’— 
“There is a path whici the Vulture’s 
eye hath not seen. Thesecrets of 
wisdom are double to that which is.” 
Much remains to be brought to light 
that lies hid in the sacred writings— 
much pure ore to be digged from 
the mine of scripture. As in the 
great book of Nature, so in that of 

evelation, much knowledge, we 
venture to say, is even openly ex- 
hibited, that has not yet found an 
accurate observer, and still more 
that willone day be discovered by 
original observation. ‘To make 
yourself familiar with such bound- 
Jess treasures, you must be a con- 
stant and severe student of the scrip- 
tures,and of other subsidiary branch- 
es of knowledge. It is the orderof 
nature throughout all the depart- 
ments of her kingdom, that the fruit 
of the tree of knowledge shall be 
reaped, like sustenance for the body, 
by the sweat of the brow; and those 
labours, whether of the mind or the 
hand, which have veen consecrated 
to a single object, have always pro- 
duced the most useful and esteemed 
works. Of this kind are yours.— 
Keep your eye, therefore, always 
on the main point, turn all your in- 
tellectual gatherings to your own 
greater accomplishment as a minis- 
ter and the spiritual improvement of 
your people. But if contrary to 
all duty and all expectation you 
hang back, the mean victim of in- 
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doience, vain will be your hope of 
rising to excellence or usefuiness in 
your profession; your faculties, no 
matter what they naturally are, will 
fade, your knowledge will vanish 
away, common-place topicks and 
tiresome repetitions wili become 
your constant but pitiful resort, and 
the common ground on which the 
flock feeds, ofiering but a green tuft, 
as it were, here and there, their souls 
will be lean and barren for want of 
fat and green pastures. Without 
watching, without acts and deeds, 
your very prayers will be of no 
avail. The era of the glorious Re- 
formation produced a race of men 
unequalled from that day to this for 
their acquaintance with the word of 
God, and this pre-eminence they 
reached by devoting, under the 
te-chings of the Holy Spirit. their 
days and nights to the scriptures and 
other kindred studies. 

Il. Be perspicuous, easy, and 
agreeable to the utmost of your 
power, in the communicatien of 
scriptural knowledge. Much read- 
ing and a retentive memory will 
provide you with a stock of knowl- 
edge to meet the large and frequent 
demands, which will be made upon 
yeu ; but an accumulated stock of 
ideas will, if not accurately arranged 
be like valuable goods irregularly 
piled up in a store- house, or rather 
little better than Jumber in a garret, 
unready for profitable employment. 
Lucid order and distinctness of ar- 
rangement are not only highly laud- 
able, but are indispensable condi- 
tions to the construction of a useful 
system of instruction in any branch 
of humanscience and learning. In- 
deed, next to the faithful exhibition 
of sound principles, | hold clear ar- 
rangement of the materials to be 
the chief virtue of every particular 
discourse, as being above all things, 
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necessary to the easy apprehension 
aud firm retention of knowledge by 
an ordinary congregation. ‘The 
want of a clear and comprehensive 
knowledge of divine truths im their 
mutual bearings and connexions 
foiiowed, as it necessarily must be, 
by au imability to couvey correct 
and satisfactory ideas of a subject to 
the hearers, shows uot only a want 
of clear iateliect and good taste, but 
as may be seen in the productions 
both of the pulpit and the press, 1s 
a fertile source of error and mischief 
inthe churchof God. Herel might 
notice two or three points which, 
from a prevailing want of accuracy 
and fideiity m the exhibition of them, 
demand your special atteution. 
Hence arises the error of dis- 
joining, contrary to the constant 
manner of the word of God, the 
christian doctrines from the chris- 
tian character. A tendency to this 
error is manifest in two opposite 
classes of Theologians. There is, 
on the one hand, the credulous en- 
thusiast who has a vain confidence 
of intercourse with God, indepen- 
dently of the knowledge of the truth 
by which alone God dwells in the 
heart. ‘The manifestation of the 
presence of God among his people, 
is a subject of blissful and imperisha- 
ble interest, but all our expectations 
of gracious manifestations are posi- 
tively limited to the truths and or- 
dinances of religion, as the estab- 
lished channels of conveyance.— 
Conversion, revivals of religion, the 
advancement of believers in grace, 
and all other saving efiects of the 
divine presence stand evermore 
connected with the dispensation 
of the word of truth. With the 
prayer of Christ, “ Father, sanctify 
them through thy truth,” and the 
words of the Apostle, “I have 
begotten you through the gospel” 
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before us, can we acquit those of 
vain and fanatical pretensions to the 
special presence of the Divine Ma- 
jesty, who avowedly connect, at 
least in words or on paper, Conver- 
sions and revivals with ignorance of 
the truth, or even with pernicious 
errors? if the salutary outpourings 
of the spirit may be experienced 
through the medium of ignorance 
and error as readily as through the 
medium of truth, then may men be 
saved without the bible, and that 
wiich is the glory of our age, name- 
ly,the efforts of christiaus to dissem- 
inate that book of truth. musi be 
quite a superiiuous enterprize. But 
there is aa opposite class of Theo- 
logians, strictiy orthodox, it is true, 
in their doctrines, and it may be, 
acute disputants, expert logicians, 
powerful reasoners, who neverthe- 
less fail in handling in a_ touching, 
practical manner, the high and holy 
mysteries of redemption, rarely if 
ever dilating upon them as persons 
who have themselves felt, and wish 
their hearers to feel these doctrines 
in all their humbling and sanctifying 
energies. These doctrines, | be- 
lieve, will not fail to do much good 
in whatever mode they are admin- 
istered ; but it is not enough that 
you reason orthodoxly and logical- 
ly upon them, you should notin a 
single discourse forget to set forth 
in the strongest light the necessary 
connexion between the blessings of 
redemption and universal purity, 
and that the grand object and dis- 
tinct tendeney of the doctrine of the 
cross is, to implant in the heart that 
love which is the fulfilling of the 
law. Thisis the true scriptural 
method of preaching; let it be 
yours. It is a first principle in 
christianity not to be lost sight of 
for a moment, that God blesses his 
own word and ordinances, but no 
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other doctrine, or scheme of worship 
for doing good to the souls of mea 
—act inteliigently upon this prin- 
cipie, carry stout imtoa its practical 
details, and it wiil be a cousiant 
sateguard against all enthusiastic 
aad antinomian tendencies. 

Another error, and which I fear 
is noi uucommon, respects the man- 
ner of addressing admonitions, cau- 
tions, and exhorations to yospel 
hearers. | am always much plea- 
sed to hear bold, animated, practic- 
al addresses, when judiciously adap- 
ted to the ditferent conditions of the 
hearers ; but to teach sinners to re- 
pent before they come to Christ is 
surely to begin at the wrong end, is 

to make repentance a sort of me- 
diator between Christ and the sin- 
ner, to reverse the scriptural con- 
nexion between faith and holiness, 
and in short, to turn the covenant 
of grace, into a new covenant of 
works, of which repentance is a 
condition. Thorns will just as soon 
bear grapes, and thistles, figs, at your 
bidding, as a sinner who has never 
returned to God through Christ, 
will, by virtue of your admonitions, 
Jay down the eumity of his heart, 
and do works meet for repentance. 
First make the tree good. Nothing 
else than the communication of life 
from Christ can ever make a sinner 
alive to God, and this Ife ts com- 
municated by the knowledge of 
the truth—the truth especially res- 
pecting the Redeemer’s person, 
character, office and work, and the 
truth respecting which, and not le- 
gal exhortations, the Holy spirit em- 
loys as the instrument of life and 
Sctesei. It is the sinner’s duty as 
well as the believer’s to keep the 
whole law, but the way to do so is, 
first of all to receive Christ Jesus 
the Lord, without whom we can do 
nothing, but from union with whom 
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ali holiness, root and branch, pro- 
ceeds, as streams from a fountain. 
Heuace, it is imperative upon you 
to deliver the truth on tivs, as on 
every other arlicie, pure as it came 
from heaven; to guard your address- 
es and exhortation to your people, 
from being a dangerous and coniu- 
sed mixture of truth and error,of law 
and gospel, of free grace and free 
wili.—Wien men hearing the be- 
nevolent invitations of the gospel, 
are persuaded to accept the free 
offer of salvation, they are then to 
be instructed in ail things pertaining 
to the whole compass of duty, as the 
man who has freely entered the ser- 
vice of his country, is afterwards to 
be instructed by hi- officers in all 
things pertaining to the military 
life. 

Style and delivery, contribute not 
a little to the first great object of 
public preaching, the easy commu- 
cation of scriptural knowiedge.— 
Some proficiency in these, is a ne- 
cessary ministerial! accomplishment. 
The scriptures themselves have 
condescended to remind us that the 
palate is the test of savoury food, 
and the ear of acceptabie words.— 
In the matter of your preaching, you 
must not fora moment accommo- 
date yourself to the likings of de- 
praved nature; but in your manner 
of writing and speaking, you should 
aimto engage, please, and animate 
your hearers. Perspicuity is the 
first quality of style, which should 
always flow, as one has said, like a 
limpid stream, where we see to the 
very bottom. To make our meaning 
clearly, fully and easily understood, 
is not, however, so easy or petty an 
attainment as some may suppose. 
I deem it, on the contrary, a rare 
and peculiar merit in a preacher, to 
deliver his thoughts so as to leave 
no ambiguity in the minds of hi 
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hearers, and require no labour to 
comprehend or interpret his mean- 
ing. That must be very well un- 
derstood by ourselves, which we 
can make so very plain to others : 
high degress of perspicuity can pro- 
ceed only from a clear intellect, 
combined with good taste and 
much practice. An address, plain, 
simple, aflectionate, grave and ear- 
nest, becomes the pulpit, and seems 
fitted to profit and please the educa- 
ted, as well as the illiterate classes 
of society. 

We seek divine simplicity in bim 


Who handles things divine ; and all besides 
To us is odious. 


The scriptures are written with 
the most unaffected simplicity, and 
yet are the most solemn and sub- 
lime of allcompositions. You will 
find them teeming fountains of all 
the varied excellencies of thought 
and diction on religous subjects.— 
Drink deeply at these fountains, en- 
list their language freely in the ser- 
vice of truth, you have them always 
at hand, and they express the sub- 
stance of volumes ina verse or two. 

But here, let me invite your at- 
tention chiefly to what | would call 
the spirit of preaching ; by which I 
mean entire devotedness tothe cross 
and glory ofthe Redeemer. Under 
a ministry marked with the brand of 
callous indifference, and odious 
lukewarmness, can the hearers be 
otherwise than cold, lifeless, and for- 
mal? But let your preaching give 
proof of being impregnated with an 
exalted spirit of devotedness to your 
work, and this single quality, will, 
more than any other, procure for 
you a welcome as an angel of God 
having the everlasting gospel to 
preach, and the willing oblivion of a 
thousand minor defects. The great 
charm of pulpit eloquence consists 
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in the manifest interest which the 
Preacher takes in his subject. An 
affectionate zealous spirit in the 
Preacher strongly seizes the affec- 
tions of the auditors—it was visible 
as the noon-day sun in the whole 
ministry of Paul. He preached not 
himself; he did not think of himself, 
he gave himself up entirely to his 
subject. He always manifested a pe- 
culiar spirit of straight-forward ear- 
nestness which thinks only of the 
end, and presses on in the broad high 
road of duty, without turning aside 
to the right hand or to the left. He 
could appeal to the heart-searching 
God that he felt and possessed this 
admirable ministerial spirit. “* God 
is my record how earnestly | long 
after you all in the bowels of Jesus 
Christ.” Anda greater than Paul 
said, ‘‘ My meat and my drink is to 
do the will of him that sent me.”* 

I]. Let us now descend from the 
Pulpit to the bumbler and more 
homely duties of the pastoral office, 
Catechising, and Family visitation, 
to the strict performance of which 
you have also sacredly pledged 
yourself. 

Catechising is a familiar mode of 
instructing by asking questions and 





* The above remark might be illustra- 
ted by a reference to the great English 
divines of the 17th century, both Episco- 
palian and Nonconformist. The Quar- 
terly Review No. 58, after noticing their 
innumerable quaintnesses, their extreme 
subtilty, their metaphysical niceties, their 
learned quotations and repugnancy of 
style to real taste, and the great rules of 
writing, thus proceeds: ‘ Assured as 
we are from history of the extraordinary 
influence possessed, by the preachers dur- 
ing all the succeeding turbulent and dis- 
astrous period, when we first examine 
the remains of pulpit eloquence of that 
day, we are filled witn wonder, nothing 
appears 80 ill-calculated to excite the pas- 
sions of the multitude as the prolix, elab. 
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receiving auswers. Socrates, the 
most illustrious of the ancient phi- 
losophers, followed this method 
with his disciples, as Xevophon, 
has informed us in the account 
of his master’s life. Our bles- 
sed Lord frequently instructed his 
hearers in conversations with them 
by way of question and answer.— 
There is no doubt that the apostles 
taught their converts in this very 
way. Hence Paul says, “* Let him 
that is taught (literally catechised) 
communicate to him that teacheth 
(catechiseth) in all good things.” — 
This mode of instruction consecra- 
ted by such high authority as that of 
Christ and his apostles has com- 
manded, as it wel! might, the rever- 
ence of all the churches. Cate- 
chetiva! schools were established in 
the primitive ages of Christianity, 
over which men eminent for talents 
and acquirements thought it no dis- 
paragement, but an honour, to pre- 
side. Assemblies of ministers, and 
the most illustrious Reformers as Lu- 
ther and Calvin, and famous Divines 
since that day have written and is- 
sued Formularies of this sort for the 
instruction and edification of the 
church. Episcopalians and Presby- 
terians have agreed in proclaiming 
the ordinance of Catechising to be 
4 main stay and support of christian 


orate, and cumbrous style then in use.— 
We searcely apprehend how the _politic- 
al and religious feelings were incited 
to action, by the long and learned ha- 
rangues which form the huge folios of 
Owen and others. But take into account 
the spirit of the times and the real excel- 
lence of these preachers, and you have 
as it were a key to the manner, in which 
they obtained their authority. There is 
a lofty, serious, earnest and even impas- 
sioned tone throughout their lengthy pe- 
riods, which even now impress the mind 
with a conviction that they were entirely 
devoted to their cause.” 


truthand principle. What success 
would a teacher of youth ever have 
were he to content himself with pro- 
nouncing formal lectures to his pu- 
pils, instead of sub ecting them to 
rigid and frequent personal exami- 
nation? And hence may not the worst 
consequences be dreaded, should 
the establishment of congregational 
schools, for the catechetical instruc- 
tion .f the younger part of your 
flock, be on any account neglected? 
Buta similar process will prove high- 
ly available in the case of full church 
members; for you will find, if you 
make the experiment, that numbers 
who have heard sermons for years, 
but have not been subjected to this 
treatment, continue still but chil- 
dren in understanding, when com- 
pared with those, to whom. this 
powerful instrument of instruction, 
has been faithfully applied. Its 
great power to do good arises from 
its particular distinct application 
to individuals, whch always tends 
to awaken thought, to force atten- 
tion, to sharpen and enlighten the 
intellect, and impress the memory.* 
Asto yourself, this exercise, if pur- 
sued tn anorder'y systematic course, 
will eminently promote accurate 
knowledge of divine truth, and that 
acquaintanre with your flock, which 
will prepare you to preach to them 
and pray for them in a suitable man- 
ner. Should this ordinance become 
obsolete, or be carelessly observed, 
throughthe pastor’s love of ease and 
the people’s love of ignorance, the 
most baneful effects on the inteliec- 





* Tt is a more likely way” says Quinc- 
tilian an eminent Roman rbetorician and 
advocate, ** to fill narrow-mouthed bot- 
tles, to take them single in the hand, and 
pour water into them, than to set them 
together, and throw ever so much water 
upon them.” Inst. Book 1. ch. 2. 
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tual and religious character of soci- 
eties will ensue, it may be written 
on our Zion, the glory is departed, 
and she will sink gradually into the 
darkness of error and corruption, 
as many famous churches have 
done before her. “In exact pro- 
portion, as catechising has been 
practised or neglected, in the same 
proportion have the public faith and 
morals, been seen to flourish or de- 
cline.””* | 

As to Family Visitation, we have 
the high example of Paul who 
“taught from house to house,” to au- 
thorize our practice. It will not re- 
quire apostolic inspiration toaccom- 
plish it, but only a little apostolic ear- 
nestness, a feeling of that “ love of 
Christ which constraineth.” Edi- 
fying conversation with the families 
of your flock will not be lost, either 
upon them or yourself. Grave and 
prudent inquiries into the state of 
personal and family religion, fol- 
lowed by suitable exhortations, may 
be attended with the most beneficial 
practical results, such as will well 
reward your labour, but which we 
can, neither now state nor illustrate, 
nor yet ofler advice for the accept- 
able performance of the duty. If 
some men of note, under pretence 
of preparation for the service of 
the sanctuary, have presumed to 
decry this duty, their conduct is to 
be regarded, not as a model for imi- 
tation, but as a futile attempt to pal- 
liate official delinquency. 

With regard to your conduct asa 
member of an ecclesiastical court, I 
would only say, in every cause give 
an impartial hearing, judge candid- 
ly, and act with singleness of heart, 
as in the sight of God.” Hold atight 
rein over those proud, overbearing, 
irascible, obstinate, selfish tempers, 
which will make you asa bnaranda 
thorn in the sides of your brethren. 

* Christiaan Qos. 266, 
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On all the duties of the ministry, 
especially that of public preaching, 
I would recommend to your fre- 
quent perugal the Directory for Pub- 
lie Worshimound up with the West- 
minster Confession of Faith. 

III. Let me now speak to you as 
a man who has to watch for his own 
soul, and over his own conduct.— 
Personal character has an intimate 
and powerful connexion with min- 
isterial usefulness. History assures 
us, that nations and provinces are 
indebted in a high degree for pros- 
perity, happiness, and tranquillity, 
to the personal character of the 
servants, to whom their internal af- 
fairs are entrusted. On this prin- 
ciple, a sacred regard to themselves, 
seems to be enjoined on ministers 
asa part of their official duty.— 
‘* Take heed to thyself, and to thy 
doctrine, for in so doing thou shalt 
both save thyself and them that hear 
thee.’ This influential, personal 
character, has for its basis real piety 
to God, and consists in the daily 
unequivocal manifestation of all 
those gracious, affectionate, mild, 
humble, charitable, generous, heav- 
enly tempers, which are at once the 
highest ornament of man, and of the 
minister. Unto the wicked God 
saith, what hast thowto do to declare 
my statutes?” Official rank and 
station naturally give influence, but 
undoubted piety, sound printiples, 
integrity and goodness, will give 
you a more legitimate and honora- 
ble weight of character by rendering 
you abundantly more amiable, and by 
inspiring confidence in your coun- 
sels and instructions. I! do not say 
that the grace of God, which alone, 
can make you what you ought to be, 
as amau and as a minister, is the 
true, proper,and immediate cause of 
grace in the hearers, or that the va- 
lidity of your administrations, will 
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depend on your character and in- 
tentions. Judas was no heart dis- 
ciple, and yet an apostle. ‘ Ordi- 
nances become eflectuakmeans of 
salvation, not from any virtue in 
them or in him that doth administer 
them, but only bythe blessing of 
Christ and the working of his spirit 
in them that by faith receive them.” 
A man may draw well the godly 
man, and yet be himself as far from 
the character he describes, as the 
poet from the hero, whose charac- 
ter and exploits he sings ; or as des- 
titute of the lineaments of the child 
of God, as the painter who has him- 
self none of the features which his 
my delineates on the canvass. 

ut, Oh! how inconsistent, how 
mean the character, and comfortless 
the situation of such a minister! 
He pleads for God, but is himself 
“a child of the devil’’—he preaches 
divine truths, but neither sees their 
glory nor feels their power—he 
talks of righteousness, but is a heart 
* enemy of all righteousness”— 
he speaks in behalf of God and 
Christ and grace, but is himself God- 
less, Christless, and graceless—he 


of your present undertaking, if al- 
ways a stranger to the grace of the 
gospel. Though in the honourable 
station of a gospel minister, yet, if 
graceless, you occupy in fact but 
the mean station of a page standing 
at the door of a great house witha 
torch to light the guests in, while 
you yourself must stand without.— 
How much more glorious to be one 
of the guests to enter in to the pres- 
ence-chamber of the great King. te 
eat at the King’s table, having fel- 
lowship as a son with the father and 
with his son Christ Jesus. For your 
own sake, then, as well as of your 
flock, I say “O taste and see that 
the Lord is good. If so be, ye have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious,” 
you will be able fo say with the 
beloved apostle, “that which we 
have seen and heard tasted and 
handled of the word: of life, that de- 
clare we unto you.” If you expe- 
rimentally feel and know the sweet- 
ness that is in Christ as exhibited in 
the offer and promise of the gospel, 
then you possess one of the most im- 
portant qualifications that a minis- 
ters can have for the edification of 


extols a physician whom he himself the church, as is evident from that 


does not employ—is secretly on the 
enemy’s side, in the enemy’s pay, 
and under the dominion of princi- 
palities, and powers, whom he pre- 
tends to fight against—and has his 
eyes on heaven, whilst his feet are 
carrying him swift to hell, like the 
philosopher that fell into the ditch 
whilst gazing on the stars. He keeps 
not his own vineyard ; tothe eye and 
the heart of the spiritual discerner, 
the christian does not appear in the 
minister. Inthe end he will be “a 
cast a way.” one of those wretched 
creatures who shallsay ‘“* Have we 
not taught in thy name ?” to whom 
Christ will reply, “* Depart from 
me. | know you not.” So !amen- 
table will be the eternal - issues 


remarkable passage in which Christ 
having thrice said to Peter, Lovest 
thou me, and thrice having received 
an answer in the affirmative, said to 
that apostle Feed my lambs, feed 
my sheep. This experience of the 
grace of God will shed a moral 
beauty and glory over your whole 
conduct, and render your life of a 
piece with your doctrine. And de- 
pend on it, if you are not that man- 
ner of person through the week 
which your reaching on the sab- 
bath would lead your people to ex- 
pect, they will regard you, and justly 
too, as rather a fellow-werker with 
Satan for their destruction, than a 
fellow-worker with God for their 
salyation. 
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The voice 

Zs but aninstrument, oo which the priest 

May play what tune he pleases. In the 
deed, 

The unequivocal authentic deed, 

We find sound argument; we read the 
heart. 





Prayer is a most important ingre- 
dient in the character formed by di- 
vine grace, and in that watchfuiness 
over yourself, which you should al- 
ways exercise. If you would be 
eminently happy and prosperous 
as a christian anduseful as a min- 
ister, you must “ pray without 
ceasing,” for yourself and your 
flock, for the Israel of God, and 
the world at large. Living near to 
God im the exercise of believing 
prayer will diffuse the hvaven- 
ly odours of sanctity, piety, hu- 
mility and charity over the whole 
of your preaching ad the whole of 
your deportment, will lighten all 
your labours, sweeten your sorrows, 
exert a most benign influence over 
the circle in which you move, giv- 
ing a tone to their manners, morals, 
taste, and opinions. Let every thing 
furnish you with an errand to the 
throne of grace. Bring the cases 
of your people and urge them ear- 
nestly before the Father of mercies. 
Prayer has power with God to draw 
down blessings, and avert or re- 
move calamities, Pray much when 
engaged in preparations for public 
service.* The present moment is 
to you a most interesting occasion, 
and demands the wrestlings of holy 
prayer. Cry then mightily to God, 





*« Itis indubitable” says Ernsti who 
has been pronounced the most elegant 
scholar of _ modern Germany, ‘‘ that per- 
sons of piety, anxiously desirous of the 
knowledge of divine truth, are aided by 
the spirit of God in searching out the 
meaning of scripture, particularly in such 
subjects as have an especial relation to 
faith and religious practice,” 
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“Show me thy ways, O Lord, teach 
me thy paths ; lead me in thy truth 
and teach me: open mine eyes and 
Ishall behold wondrous things out of 
thy law.”? How else have the great- 
est ministers proved the greatest 
blessings to the church, but by being 
eminently men of God and of prayer, 
as wellas of well-directed activi- 
ty. The spirit of grace and sup- 
plication is a benevolent and catho- 
lic spirit, it will make you an ear- 
nest observer of the public state of 
christianity, and inspire your bosom 
with a deep interest in the promo- 
tion of the glorious coming of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. 

| have now, as required, laid be- 
fore you an outline of the duties of 
the ministry. Truly if you fulfil 
your pledge of discharging them 
faithfully, you will be as far as any 
man living, from eating your bread 
for nought. What other special pur- 
poses of existence may be answered 
by the drone who wastes his time in 
indolence,we stay not to inquire; but 
this one thing we will say, that for 
the sublime vocation of feeding the 
church of God sucha man was never 
intended. Besides the labour of du- 
ty you will have difficulties to en- 
counter, such asare incident to the 
ministry everywhere, and some also 
of a local nature. No matter, how- 
ever, be the duties or discourage- 
ments what they may, you are in the 
state of one consecrated to God, you 
have put your hand tothe plough, 
and it would be a robbery of heaven 
even to look back, Duty must be 
done. Yow must set your face like 
a flint, as did your Master,and not be 
discouraged. An impressive sense 
of his own utter insufficiency to 
preach Christ Jesus the Lord with 
all boldness; and to face difficulties 
with intrepidity, is a most desirable 
state of mind inevery minister, and 
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is the experience of every faithful 
one. Luther in his oldage aftera 
long life of hard service declared, 
“that he was often afraid to ascend 
the pulpit.” Moses expostulaied 
with his Maker on his mission to E- 
gypt; Jeremiah had similar feelings, 
and so had Paul.* Do you feel par- 
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immortal souls. The trust of souls 
is great ;.feel tenderly for them.— 
Sutier not the flatterer to come near 
you with his worthiess and danget- 
ous incense—seck not vain apr 

lause—but rather the glory of 
God and the salvation of your hear- 
ers. One of the ancient fathers 


alyzed, as it were, at the mention of used to weep when his hearers ap- 


so much work, and the suggestion of piauded his sermon. 


so many difficulties? Let this be 
your rejoicing, “My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee; for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness :” and this 
your consolation, “as [ was with 
Moses so will I be with thee: Iwill 
not fail thee, nor forsake thee; be 
strong and of a good courage. Lol 
am with you always even unto the end 
of the world ;” and this your sheet- 
anchor in every storm, “ [ am God 
Almghty, walk before me, and be 
thou perfect.” That you may be 
able to stand as a Christian 
and a Minister, take unto you the 
whole armour of God.t See that 
you always possess the pure satisfac- 
tion in your own bosom, that there 
is nothing to object to in your min- 
istry but the real doctrine of the 
word of God faithfully delivered, 
nor in your life, but your good con- 
versation in Christ, 

Would to God, my brother, that, 
before closing this address, | could 
add a word or two tending to excite 


* Would to 
God,” said he, “ they had rather 
gone away silent and thoughtful !” 
‘Lo have the happiness or misery of 
immortal souls in any degree in- 
trusted to you, Ob! it isa solemn 
and tremendous thought. | mean not 
that the application of redemption 
is atall left to contingency, but | do 
mean that tie unchangeable pur- 
posses of God do, in no degree, les- 
sen your Official responsibility. By 
making full proof of your ministry, 
you may be the honoured instrument 
of your peoples salvation, or by 
** doing the work of the Lord neglh- 
gently, you may be basely accessary 
to their eternal ruin. These are 
awful words—they should make 
your boweis yearn within you ; So 
thou, O son of man, I have set thee a 
watchman unto the house of Israel ; 
therefore thou shalt hear the word 
at my mouth, and warn them from 
me. WhenI say unto the wicked, O 
wicked man, thou shalt surely die ; 
if thou dost not speek to warn the 


pure, lofty and fervent emotions of wicked from his way, that wickedman 


spirit, befitting the present occasion, 
and profitable to be remembered. 
With this view let me put you in 
mind, 

I. That your people have this 
evening solemnly committed to your 
wary inspection, under Christ the 

vhief Shepherd the charge of their 

* Exodus$ 11 and 4, 10. Jerem. 1,6. 
TCor. 2,3. II Cor. 2, 15, 

t Eph. 6, 1319. 


shall die in his miquity; but his 
blood will I requre at thine hand.t 
As you would avoid the detestable 
character of a cowardly timeserver, 
of a hireling priest who cares not for 
the flock, of a loitering slothful ser- 
vant, and at the same time compass 
the great ends of your office, | would 
affectionately exhort you to squan- 
siete 


~ t Ezek. 33, 7,8, 9. 





der away none of your time in cul- 
tivating useless friendships, or in 
unprofitable visits, but to fill up 
every hour with duty, to declare 
the whole counsel of God, to con- 
tend earnertly for the faith, to cease 
not to warn night and day, ina word 
to resembie that God who keepeth 
Israel, who neither slumbers nor sleeps. 
“Up and be doing 1s the task of 
man.”? Buy the truth and sellit not. 
Keep that which 1s commutted to thy 
trust. Hold not the truth loosely, 
but grasp it witha firm hand. Let 
there be uo fear or shame, but the 
utmost decision and steadiness in 
declaringit. The charge of train- 
ing up souls for heaven and eterni- 
ty by means of the truth is a trust 
altogether unrivalled in interest and 
grandeur. Had you the temporal 
fate of this whole continent in. your 
keeping, and dependent on your 
will, the trust would be small in 
comparison with the spiritual and 
immortal interests of the precious 
souls of this little flock, over which 
the Holy Ghost huth made you an 
overseer. 


II. Christ your master will come 


thy stewardship. Should your peo- 
ple then rise up in judgment against 
you, your Lard’s indignation will 
smite you with such severity as to 
cut you asunder. And can you bear 
the distant thought that the Saviour 
and Judge should then say, Thou 
elothful servant, | gave thee a talent, 
but thou hast not traded with it, 
and] now require at thy hand the 
blood of these precious but lost 
souls. Come, my angels, take this 
faithless steward; bind him hand and 
foot, and cast him into outer dark- 
ness. Now, who has so little solid 
satisfaction, hereafter, who will have 
such a portion of misery (because 
who so gulilty ?) as faithless minis- 
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shortly to say, Give an account of 
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ters? But I hope better things of 
you, and my heart’s desire and pray- 
er for you and this congregation is, 
that you may obtain sea! after seal 
of your ministry among them, to 
whom in the presence: of the Al- 
mighty Sovereign and Judge, you can 
turn with inetlable complacency and 
say, are not ye my joy, my crown ? 
W ouldst thou then be greeted before 
the assembled universe with these 
cheering words, Thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, Twill make 
thee ruler over many things ; enter 
thou inte the joy of thy Lord; iet me 
repeat to you at the close what I 
said at the outset of this address, 
take heed to the ministry which thou 
hast received in the Lord Jesus, that 
thou fulfil it. Follow in the steps of 
the great Preacher of Righteousness 
as your mostillustrious pattern. Pon- 
der also particularly the life and wri- 
tings of his chief Apostle. His epis- 
tles to 'l'imothy and Titus are a most 
admirable manual of instructious— 
treasure them in your memory, and 
present them daily to your heart. 
Go then, my brother, enter heart 
and soul on the sublime occupation 
of feeding the church of God which 
he hath purchased with his blood : 
ever speak to the honor of God’s 
eternal Son, ever magnify and exalt 
him. Atthe close of your life and 
ministry may you be able to say, as 
did Paulto the Ephesian elders, Ye 
know, how I kept back nothing that 
was profitable unto you, but have 
showed you, and taught you publicly 
and from house to house—wherefore 
I take you to record this day, thatl 
am pure from the blood of all men. 
For Ihave not shunned todeclare un- 
to youall the counsel of God.* 
Veheess thee therefore before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 





* Acts20, 18—28. 
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judge the quick and the dead at his 
appearing and his kingdom ; preach 
the word ; be instant in season, and 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort, with all long-suffering and doc- 
trine. Watch thou in all things en- 
dure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry. The Lord Jesus Christ be 
with thy spirit. Grace be with you.— 
Amen. 





For the Religious Monitor. 


AN EXPOSITION OF II. PETER, I!. 20, 
21,22. WITH SOME ACCOMPANY- 
ING REMARKS. 


(Concluded, from page 67.) 


Having, therefore, briefly consid- 
ered the attainments, which the A- 
postle ascribes to the persons of 
whom he is here speaking, it may 
not be improper, for the further elu- 
cidation of these words, to attend a 
little to the supposition which he 
makes with regard to their aposta- 
tizing. “* If, after they have esca- 
ped the pollutions of the world--— 
they are again entangled therein and 
overcome” Kc. 

There had been no doubt many 
apostates in the christian church be- 
fore the writing of the present epis- 
tle. And from the deceitfulness of 
the human heart, from the allure- 
ments of the world, and from the 
number of false teachers that had 
crept into the church, many more 
might be expected. Whether the 
Apostle here intends those who had 
actually apostatized, or whether he 





* IL. Tim. 4, 1-2. 5—22. 
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only makes a supposition with re- tt 
gard to a possible case, is needless i 
for us to enquire. It is suflicient al 
for us to know that persons posses- tt 
sing all the attainments attributed tl 
to these may turn their backs again g 
upon religion, may enlist anew in si 
the cause of Satan, and suffer eter- a 
nally, as apostates from Jesus. For c 
as none but those who are the foun- f 
dation of God stand sure: as none f 


but those that have this seal, ** The 
Lord knoweth them that are his,”’ 
have any security against the fierce- 
ness of the wrath of Almighty God ; 
so all others, whatever may be their 
attainments, or whatever may be 
their profession, will eventually per- 
ish, whether that be in the charac- 
ter of ordinary sinners, or in the 
character of apostates. And ac- 
cordingly the persons here intend- 
ed, notwithstanding their great at- 
tainments both in the knowledge 
and practice of religion, are suppo- 
sed by the Apostle to be again en- 
tangled in the pollutions of the world 
and overcome. ‘The word “ tobe 
entangled” here used, signifies, “to 
be ensnared or entangled as fishes 
in a net, and beautifully expresses 
the irrationality of the conduct of 
these men. Like the fishes devoid 
of all reason they foolishly run into 
that which proves their own destruc- 
tion. The net in which they are 
caught, is “the pollutions of the 
world.” And what aggravates their 
folly as well as sin, is to be caught 
again in the same net from which 
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they had formerly made their es- 
cape. Those who spread this net, 
are the false teachers described in 
the former part of this chapter. In 
the 14th verse, they are said to be- 
guile unstable souls, or as the word 
signifies, to catch them with a bait, 
as the fishermen do the fishes by 
concealing a hook under the bait. 
And in the 18th verse, we are in- 
formed of the kind of bait used for 
this purpose. It was the lusts of 
the flesh and much wantonness.— 
And with this bait they allured or 
caught those “that were clean es- 
caped from them who lived in er- 
ror.”” And as fishes when entangled 
in the net are considered as over- 
come; so these persons, being en- 
snared in “the pollutions of the 
world,” are also overcome. All 
with them is now lost. They are 
no longer free, but the bond slaves 
and servants of corruption. ‘For 
of whom a man is overcome of the 
same is he brought in bondage.” — 
The idea expressed under this met- 
aphor, isin the next verse expressed 
by “ta turning from the holy com- 
mandment.” To turn from a com- 
mandment, is to act in defiance of 
that commandment—to avoid the 
performance of the duties which it 
enjoins, and to engage in the sins 
which it prohibits. These persons 
formerly regulated their conduct, as 
we have seen, according to that sys- 
tem of precepts, which, being deliv- 
ered to them along with the doc- 
trines of the gospel, inculcated all 
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the practical duties of religion.— 
But, now, from this sublime system 
of morality they are supposed to 
have turned aside. They follow the 
suggestions of their own wicked and 
depraved hearts ; engage with gree- 
diness in their former practices of 
iniquity; despise the thoughts of re- 
ligion and drive with the fury of Je- 
hu down the broad road to everlast- 
ing ruin. “It is happened unto 
them according to the true proverb; 
the dog is turned to his own vomit 
again; and the sow that was washed 
to her wallowing in the mire.”— 
“The latter end is worse with them 
than the beginning.” Their de- 
struction iscertain. “It had been 
better for them never to have known 
the way of righteousness.”” Their 
aggravated guilt will procure for 
themaggravated punishment. Matt. 
12, 43—45. Heb. 6, 4—6. Luke, 
12, 47 48. 

But we are not to suppose that 
these were the only apostates that 
ever appeared in the world. Far 
from it. Perhaps there never was 
a congregation of Christians upon 
earth but has had cause some time 
or other to weep over the apostacy 
of more or less of its members.— 
Considering then the evil that is ev- 
ery where in scripture denounced 
against apostates, it becomes impor- 
tant to know what constitutes their 
real character. Here we only remark 
in general that a true apostate is 
one, who, after having fairly profes- 
sed the christian religion—after hav- 
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ing experienced some of its power 
on his own mind—after having lear- 
ned that its ways are ways of pleas- 
antness, and all its paths peace—and 
who, after having been satisfied with 
it as the only religion that can pos- 
sibly conduct to glory and happi- 
ness, renounces it forever. He is 
ene who will no longer be influen- 
ced by it; and who would even re- 
joice in the subversion of it. This 
renunciation, too, is most generally 
accompanied with a rancorous ma- 
lignity against all that is called good 
and holy; against God himself; and 
especially against his anointed Son 
Jesus. Yes against Jesus of Naza- 
reth, as was exemplified in the case 
of Julian, their persecuting rage and 
malice are particularly displayed. 
It is in their heart to trample under 
foot the Son of God, and to destroy 
his kingdom and his glory that are 
upon the earth, It is not necessary 


illumination will never lead a per: 
son as high as that point from which 
apostacy becomes possible. And it 
is from this previous work of the 
Spirit that the crime in question be- 
comes so aggravated and so hei- 
nous in the sight of God. To be 
once enlightened, to have tasted the 
heavenly gift. and to be made a par- 
taker of the Holy Ghost, and then 
to fall away is truly an enormous 
sin, and highly deserving of the pun- 
ishment so often denounced against 
it. But though this holy work be 
lost in the soul and that soul lost 
eternally, yet no reflection whatey- 
ercan be thrown upon the charac- 
ter of the Spirit. He is a volun- 
tary agent—He works when and 
where he pleases. And if he be 
found working, to answer his own 
hidden purposes, in the hearts of 
those for whom salvation was never 
intended; who can say unto him, 


however that this renunciation of what doestthou? Though he work 


religion and this malignity be al- 
ways openly professed and acknowl- 
edged. It is sufficient if they lurk in 
the heart, though they never make 
their appearance in the life. For, 
persons may be induced by tempor- 
al motives to conceal their apostacy, 
by still professing friendship to God 
and religion, though both God and 
religion their hearts abominate.— 
Hence it appears that there can be 
no apostacy, where there has not 


in some but sparingly, producing 
only slight and momentary effects , 
though he work in others more lib- 
erally, even to the production of 
great light, conviction, and reforma- 
tion; and though he work in others 
again to the saving of their souls, 
yet in each case he equally accom. 
plishes his purpose, and equally per- 
forms the work which he intended. 
The only reason, then, that can be 
assigned for his forsaking any who 


previously been some operation of were ever the subjects of his opera- 


the Holy Spirit. For mere natural 


tions, is that which resolves itself 





into his sovereign will and pleasure. 
* My council,” says he “shall stand, 
and | will do all my pleasure.” 

What are the causes of apostacy? 
This. after what has been said, forms 
a necessary and important inquiry. 
For if the causes be known the wise 
and prudent will guard against them. 
We shall conelude the present re- 
marks then by stating a few of these. 
And the first we shall mention is a 
giving heed to false teachers. This 
proved the ruin of the persons be- 
For not being grounded 
in the faith, being as yet “ unstable 


fore us. 


souls,”’ the bait was too alluring to be 
rejected. They gorged it. But alas! 
itwas poison. False doctrines have 
a very seductive influence over the 
minds of men; especially too when 
these doctrines beat in tnison with 
the depraved propensities of the 
human heart. And persons not well 
established in their principles be- 
come easily enamoured and ensnar- 
ed thereby, and may be brought in 
time to embrace the most damna- 
ble heresies, even to the denying 
of the Lord that bought them.— 
And hence we are particularly ex- 
horted to beware of false teachers, 
and “*to cease from the instruction 
that causeth to err.” 

An inordinate attachment to the 
world, is frequently another cause of 
apostacy. Demas, one of Paul’s at- 
tendants in the ministry, we are in- 
formed forsook the Apostle having 
loved the present world. Judas hav- 


ing loved his thirty peices of silver 
Vou. I, 
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more than his Savioar, betrayed him 
into the hands of hisenemies. The 
truthis no mancan serve two masters, 
It is impossible to serve both God 
and mammon. Leta man make ever 
so fair a profession of religion; let 
him engage ever so cheerfully and 
punctually in the service of God, 
the moment he sets his affections 
supremely upon the world, that mo- 
ment they become estranged from 
God, and will continue so as long as 
he makes the world his treasure.— 
‘For where the treasure is, there 
the heart will be also.” And fare- 
well then to all religion! The heart 
that once embraced it will soon be- 
come as cold and barren as moun- 
tains of snow, or fields of ice. 

A voluntary indulgence in sin be- 
comes another cause of apostacy. 
Every sinful lust is of such a greedy 
and clamorous nature, that it con- 
tinually cries, Give,cive. And the 
more you satisfy its cravings, the 
more and louder it willcry. It is 
easy then to see the tendency of in- 
dulging in any sins Thereby the 
conscience becomes seared, a sense 
of the guilt of sin becomes weak- 
ened, religious impressions obliter- 
ated, and the whole heart hardened 
in the ways of iniquity. The Lord’s 
Spirit will not always strive with 
man; but he will give up to their 
own heart’s lusts such as willfully 
persevere in the gratification of sin, 
such, as, notwithstanding the light 
of knowledge and the voice of con- 


science, continue to be earried along 
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with the tide of their Justs. without 
making an effort to stem and resist 
them. The progress of any indul- 
ged lust in destroying the soul.is well 
exemplified in the case of the drunk- 
ard. If you observe him from the 
time he commenced the intoxica- 
ting draught down to the time he 
was debarred from the table of the 
Lord. and from thence to the time 
whei: from his looks and actions you 
would judge him to belong to the 
brute as soon as to the rational cre- 
ation, you wil] see the manner in 
which sinful indulgence may be- 
come the cause of apostacy from 
God and his worship. 

There is another cause which we 
may just mention, and itis one of a 
very singular character. The scrip- 
tures inform us that when Jesus 
was preaching a certain doctrine, 
many of his professed disciples be- 
came thereby offended, and said 
among themselves “this is a hard 
saying who can bear it;’’ and it is 
witnessed of them that they went 
back and walked no more with Je- 
sus. This same conduct has been 
verified in latter times. Persons 
have since been found, who, after 
professing to believe in the inspira- 
tion of the Bible, and who, after 
professing to walk according to its 
precepts, have yet been inconsist- 
ent enough to take offence at the 
preaching of some truth therein ob- 
viously incuicated ; and who there- 
upon have forsook the cl.urch of God, 
Ieid aside their former religion, gone 
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back, and wa‘ked no more with Je. 
sus. We do not say that these caus. 
es always necessarily produce apos. 
tacy. But their tendency is never. 
theless that way; and they are at 
leastmost generally atiended with a 
sinful course of backsliding; to the 
great injury of the cause of religion, 
and to the injury of the peace and 
happiness of those engaged in them, 
But between backsliders in the scrip. 
tural use of the word, and genuine 
apostates, there is a wide difierence, 
the former have a promise of par- 
don. ‘ Return unto me O backsli- 
ding Israel,and | will return unto you 
saith the Lord.” But of the latter it 
is said, “it is impossible to renew , 





them again to repentance, seeing | 
they crucifiy to themselves the Son / 
of God afresh, and put him to an 
open shame.” M. 





THE CHASTISEMENT OF OUR PEACE 
WAS UPON HIM.—ISAIAB, LIII. 5. 


There is, as every one knows, a 
wide diflerence between chastise- 
ment or parental correction, and ju- 
dicial punishment. It ts certain, 
however, that the term (musar) used 
by the prophet in treating of the 
suilerinys of Christ. signifies properly 
chastisement, and is therefore accu- 
rately rendered in ovr very faithful 
transiation. Not having met with 
any satisfactory attempt to elucidate 
this point, the following remarks are 
submitted. 

It cannot refer to the Sonship of 
Jesus. This wil! surely require no 
demonstration. Chast sement.though 
aprivilece.is not absointely essen- 
tial to Souship. Had Adam perse- 
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yered, children would have been, 
nd passed through the diiferent 
ayes of iufancy and youth, butthere 
ould have been no necessity for 
his mode of exercising the parental 
rerogative. Chastisement belongs 
io a state of minority ; it arises 
roin circumstances, and supposes 
rausyression or fault. Angels are 
he sons of God, but not subject t) 
Shastisement, ueither are glorified 
‘@anis, though fully manifested to be 
the sons of God. If we think again 

Jesus as man, the idea of chastise- 
ent could have uo place, for in our 
ature he uever offended.and couid 
ot need to be reclaimed. 

As little caa the teri chastisement 
e viewed as setting aside or inter- 
ring with the judicial nature of the 
wilering of Jesus, which it 1s the 
xpress design of this chapter to es- 
abvlish both by direct assertions, and 
beautiful detail of evidence. It 
yas not paternal correction, it was 
e wrath of the Judge of all, to 
yhich we had become liable, by 
aving “ turned every one into his 
wn way,” aud for those iniquities 
rhich =“ the Lord laid upon him.” 
is soul was made “a sacrifice for 


1 in.’ He became a curse for us. 
" When we look to the history, we 
n, agemnd tuat scourging, which, though 
.d ndicially inflicted, was often styled 
he hastisement, constituted a part of 
ly he sufferings of Jesus at the hands 
‘. of men. “ LT will chastise him and 
al Jet him yo,” said Pilate, Luke xxii. 
th 16. Now inthis passagethe proph- 
te et foretells the various forms of 
a his passion at the hands of men. 
“He was wounded.” smitten on 
of the face, as wellas crowned with 
de thurns, and pierced by the nailsand 
h the spear; “he was bruised,” by 
a the blows he received, and by the 
. stroke of the reed ;—at the com- 


mand of the governor he was scour- 
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ged, or “ chastised,” and this pro- 

duced * the stripes,” or, as the 

words mean, the livid and discolour- 

ad wales on his body, by which we 

are said * to be healed.” beyoud 

this solution of the difficulty, the 

usual mterpretation does uot pro- 

ceed. But the attentive reader 

cannot but fee! that something uwre 

is wecessary. He will say to him- 

self, though the words met their ful- 
filment iiteraily im the scouring of 
Jesus, yet his maltreatment at the 

hands of men was out part of uis 
suiierings, aud only the ouiward 
sigu of his true state, of the Lord’s 
bruising and putung him to grief. 
‘Thea it aust oceur, that the proph- 
et, whue he accurately pred.cis the 
several iustances of his maitreat- 
ment by men, places each as a part 
for the whole, by ascribing the 
whoie etlect to each ;—"* our trans- 
gressions and iniquities’? are men- 
tioned as the cause of his being’ 
* wounded and bruised ;” they are 
the cause of his whole suflerings, 
and the whole were intended for 
their expialion ;—* our peace,”’ is 
Stated tu be the result of his ** chas- 
tisement,”? it was founded on the 
whoie of his passion as the basis of 
his reconciiation—* our healing”? 
is said to be the effect of his stripes, 
but this spiritual restoration mu: al- 
so be ascribed to the whoie of his 
suiferings. ‘Thateach part stands 
for the whole, and is imtended to 
connect with the other parts, and 
all the subsequent detail m ihe chap- 
ter 1s evident from the quotatio: of 
the jast cited clause singly, in I. j’et. 
i. 24. * By whose srtipes ye were 
healed.” 

Now. if the word which notifies 
each part stand for the wiwie, it 
must be considered as accuraiety de- 
scriptive of the whoie. ‘Phe question 
therefore recurs,— W herein cousist 
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the significance and propriety of the 
term chastisement in this extensive 
application ? 

The Ist thought that may arise, is 
the temporary ature of our Lord’s 
sufferings. Chastisement, whether 
inflicted by a parent, or a ruler like 
Pilaie, does not retain the subject 
always in a state of suffering, like 
imprisonment or exile for|fe ; nor 
is the result permanent, as in the 
case of capital punishment. Our 
Lord was to die ; he was judicious- 
ly to suffer tne full amount of that 
curse which on the sinner is neces- 
sarily protracted into eternal suffer- 
ing. But én his case, “ the pains of 
death” will soon be loosed, ** it was 
not possible he could be holden of 
them,” and it would not be necessary 
to display the infinitude of God’s ha- 
tred of sin by an eternal duration of 
the curse. Then, 2dly, there wasa 
strange conjunction of dove and wrath 
in the suiferings of Jesus. no where 
else to be found, yet easily exp!ain- 
ed by a very simple distinction,— 
Though they were all judicial, 
strictly and properly an infliction 
of the curse, this by no means ex- 
cluded the existence and operation 
of love in the party inflicting the 
punishment. While God was deal- 
ing with Christ in the capacity ofa 
judge, he loved him both as a Son, 
and as the Mediator,—loved him on 
account of his spotless purity, and 
because of his submission. ‘“ There- 
fore doth my Father love me, be- 
cause | lay down my life.”” The 
wrath displayed was not against the 
abe or the office of the Surety ; 

od was not angry with these, but 
with the sin that was charged upon 
him. He “condemned sin in the 
flesh of his own Son.” Nay he 
loved the very party for whom Christ 
suffered, was displaying his love to 


them, and the punishment was inflic- 
ted for their good, in the highest 
sense of the expression. 3dly, ‘l’o 
all these suflerings Jesus submitted 
in afilial temper. ‘Tins is another 
strange peculiarity. They were 
respected, and feit by him in their 
true character as wrath; but with 
regard to temper, they were as chas- 
tisement ought to be borne. What 
reverential awe, resignation, and pa- 
tience, were manifested by Jesus! 
Nay, here was love in the very par- 
ty suflering the curse—a fact never 
realized, nor to be realized in an- 
other. ‘‘ That ye may know I love 
the Father, and do as he hath given 
me commandmeat, arise, let us go,” 
said he, when he went forth to suf- 
fer. Consider, 4thly, ‘That one 
great design of the sufferings of Je- 
sus was correction, in the way of af- 
fording the most solemn admonition 
to mankind as to the true nature and 
demerit of sin—an end not proposed 
by the last infliction of wrath in the 
miseries of hell. ‘If these things 
be done in the green tree, what shall 
be done in the dry?” But while 
this wat only a secondary object, 
agreeing with the pedagogy or dis- 
cipline of the law, and subservient 
to something farther, consider the 
intended and real effect of the sutler- 
ings of Jesus, not on himself, but on 
those for whom he suffered, and who 
were the party punished in him.— 
This is benefit and amendment.— 
Such ts neither the design nor effect 
of the wrath inflicted on the wicked 
in their own persons here, or here- 
after, but simply the glorification of 
Deity. In addition to this, howev- 
er, the design and effect of punishing 
the elect in Christ is “ their peace.” 
They are reclaimed to God, brought 
into a state of reconciliation and 
made holy. 
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While, therefore, the prophet pro- 
claims he truy judicial nature of 
our Lord’s sufferings, this term sug: 
gesis the grand pecuhamties by 
wiich they are distinguished from 
other judicial imfiietions; and all 
these, according to his scope, evince 
their sacrificial nature. 


[ Christ. Mag.] 





FHE DOCTRIVE OF GRACE, A SERMON. 
For by grace are ye saved. eva. 1. 8. 


(Concluded, from page 60.) 


I. 1 beg you to observe the supe- 
riority of ourreligion. Whichis the 
salvsi and best of the two doctrines, 
ene gives to man the glory of his 
saivation. the other aser:bes it 
wholly to God. For what must be 
the end of any good and true reli- 
gion ?—Doubtless to glorify God— 
And bow can we better glorify him. 
than by attributinggall our happiness 
to iis race. At ‘east it wilt be al 
lowed me that the belief of tnis pro- 
ceeds from a principle that is good, 
froma ho'y humility, a religious res- 
pect towards God, anda laudable 
desire to honour him ‘and celebrate 
his goodness. Now granting that 
we are deceived in this notion. and 
that we mistakenly render to God a 
glory that does not belong to bim— 
how innocent is this error! how con- 
sistent with holiness—how incapable 
of displeasing him that gives grace 
to the humble? My crime then is 
that I ascribe too much to God— 
that I refer too much to his grace 
when I own bimto be the author of 
every thing in me that is good.— 
Happy fault! for which I shall never 
repent, or fear to be punished.— 
Much rather had | abase myself thus 
through humility, than aim to exalt 
myself through pride. How much 
safer is it for me to renounce my own 
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glory, the neglect of which is cer- 
tainly innocent, than to encroach 
upou that of God’s, where the least 
encroachment is infinitely eriminal. 
Although i had been called hike St. 
Paui by an extraordinary and spien- 
did call from heaven ; although I 
was an apostie like him; although I 
had ever been taken up into para- 
dise by an mcomparabie indulgence 
hke him, | had rather with him ac- 
count myself the greatest of all sin- 
ners, and acknowledge that mercy 
had been shown me, than vaunt with 
the Pharisee of not beimy as other 
men, and of having some partic. - 
lar quality that had obiigead God 
to prefer me to others. Let us 
bless, my dear brethren, let us for 
this, bless our religion, which im- 
spires us witli a seutiment so holy 
and so salutary. Let us acknowl- 
edge that it coal i only proceed from 
God, since it ascribes every thing to 
God, and only tends to enhance his 
giory. Let us own thatit is the 
work of grace, since it preaches 
nothing but grace breathes nothing 
but grace, and taking away from 
nature every pretence for presump- 
tion, it puts us intoa holy abase- 
ment, which cannot fail of veing ac- 
ceptahle in the sight of him who 
* resisteth the proud.” 

This Doctrine of Grace must in- 
fallibly therefore lead to humility, 
since it takes away all our opinion 
of ourseives, and makes us “ believe 
with the heart and confess with the 
mouthto salvation,’’ that the grace 
of the Lord is the cause of all that 
we have. If we are just, if we are 
faithful, if we possess a religion that 
is pure, if we lead an honest and 
holy life, if we have advantages that 
make us of consequence in the 
world, and which make us love 
heaven, let us not be so blind and se 
ungrateful as to give ourselves the 
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glory of it. Let us not ‘sacrifice to 
our own net, nor burn incense to 
our own drag.”’ Ail is of God, and 
“descendeth from the Father of 
light, from whom cometh every good 
and perfect gift.” All our taients 
aretaken from his treasury. They 
are presents from his bounty, and 
not the revenues of our own flock.— 
For in us there is naturally nothing 
but what is evil; in our flesh dwel- 
leth no good thing, and we say of it 
positively what Nathaniel said doubt- 
ugly of Nazareth, that “ no good 
thing can come out of it.” The 
virtues are not plants which grow of 
themselves in our land, nor that our 
care and culture are capable of pro- 
pagating. They are sent us from 
the Indies on high and it is the 
heavenly Father himself who plants 
them in us with his own hand, who 
waters them with his grace, and 
gives them their increase by his 
spirit. As David then when he 
conquered Goliah, put the sword of 
that giant into the tabernacle of the 
Lord, to do him homage for his vic- 
tory, and strongly to testifiy that he 
obtained it, neither by his courage, 
nor his strength, nor his address, 
but by the assistance of the God of 
hosts. Soshould we render to him 
the honour of all our success, and 
pay him the just and lawful tribute 
of our acknowledgments. Since all 
our sufficientcy comes from him, 
and we draw it, not from nature, as 
the spider draws its web out of its 
own bowels, but from his grace, as 
the bee draws its honey from that 
sweet manna that descends from 
heaven. We must ascribe it entire- 
ly to that admirable author, and 
write upon every commendable 
quality we possess, and every virtu- 
ous action we do, “ It is not of our- 
selves, it is the gift of God.” Are 
you thus abased into a holy humility 
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by theconsideration of grace? Raise 
yourselves now, believers, by’a firm 
and christian confidence ; for this is 
oue of the principal etiects that grace 
ought to produce in your hearis.— 
I confess indeed that if you had te 
satisfy the justice of God, if you were 
to be judged according to the rngour 
ofthe law,if yoursalvation depen- 
ded on the goodness and dignity of 
your works, O truly then you would 
have cause to mourn, to be alarmed, 
to live in uncertainty and doubt and 
fear. You might weli cry out with 
Moses on Mount Sinai when he saw 
the insupportable splendor of the 
majesty of God, and heard the thun- 
ders of his dreadful justice. * I ex- 
ceedly fear and quake. But you are 
saved by grace ;”’ and consequently 
you should banish your apprehen- 
sions. You have to do witha merci- 
fal and gracious God, ** who delight- 
eth not in the death of a sinner,” but 
in his conversiomgand his life; who 
excuses our weaknesses, who bears 
with our imperfections, who freely 
forgives our offences, “ and like asa 
father pitieth his children, so doth 
he pity them that fearhim.” Cour- 
age then poor’sinners. If your ini- 
quities make you cry, “ O wretched 
man that | am,” the mercy of God 
will soon make you break forth in 
that delightful song of triumph, 
“ Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. And tell me not 
that your sins are great, and that the 
number of them fills you with teror. 
For how great and numerous soever 
they may be, that which saves you, 
far exceeds them. It is immense, it 
is infinite, and “where sin has 
abounded, this grace has much more 
abounded.” It is an abyss without 
a bottom ; an ocean without a shore; 
and as that universal flood which 
deluged the world, covered the tops 
of Caucasus and Ararat, the summits 
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ofthe Alps and Pyrenean mountains, 
as well as the smallest hillocks and 
lowest vallies of the earth, sv is the 
grace of God, a blessed and saving 
deluge which covers the greatest 
sins as well as the least. This grace 
is a city of refuge. where not only 
sins of inadvertence, but even the 
most atrocious crimes aré covered 

from the pursuit of divine vengeance. 
wien by true repentance we depart 
fromthem. Itisa temple of mercy, 
where publicans themselves, that 1s 
to say, the greatest of all sinners, 
have no sooner smote their breasts 
from sincere contrition of spirit 

than they go down *: justified to their 
houses.”?> The throne of this mar- 
vellous grace, is a throne where 
there are letters of remission for al! 
kinds of sinners. Incestuous per- 
sons like Lot, adulterers like David, 
persecutors like Saul, and dissolute 
persons like the woman who was a 
sinner, mentioned in the Gospel, 
provided they go with serious refor- 
mation, are received with openarms, 
and obtain the absolution they want. 
I will rely therefore on this grace of 
my God, whatever may have been 
the meanness of my life. | will reason 
as David did, and say, Lord there is 
iniyuity in me, but with thee there 
is forgiveness. [am a transgressor 
from the womb, but thou art merci- 
ful from all eternity; my sins are 
more in number than the hairs of my 
head. But thy mercies are more 
abundant than the stars of heaven, 
or the sand that is on the sea shore. 
It is this that gives true peace to the 
conscience. It is in grace that real 
tranquility of soul is to be found ; 
every where else there is nothing 
but trouble andalarm. This we see 
in the experience of those who look 
for salvation from the merit of their 
works. They openly acknowledge, 
they doubt, and well they may.— 
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For whatever they say and whatev- 

er they do, their conscience within 

convicts them of having sinned 

against heaven and before God, and 

that they have not a mghteousness 

that will abide the examination of 
the Judge of the world. Thence 

those doubts which cannot be resol- 

ved ; those ayitations which cannot 

be calmed, those agonies and fears 

which throw them into distresses 

without relief ; and especially when 
the hour of death draws nigh, and 

they must prepare to appear before 

that awful tribunal from whose sen- 
tence there is noappeal. For how- 
ever gay and careless men may have 
appeared during life, when it draws 

to its last hour, the judgment of God 
that they perceive at hand, the for- 
midable sword of his justice afiright 
them; and feeling themselves 
guilty in themselves, if they have re- 
course to nothing but their works, 
they expire in convulsions, paipita- 
t:ons and pangs, which proceed less 
from the destruction of the body 
than the heavines and sinking of the 
soul. Hence a learned and celebra- 
ted cardinal pressed by the force of 
truth, afler having with all his might 
defended the question of good 
works, and spent all the diligence of 
his mind in maintaining their merit 
and dignity, could not refrain from 
making this confession at last, * That 
because of the uncertainty of our own 
righteousness, and the danger of vain 
glory. the surest method is to put all 
our confideuce in the mercy and fa- 
vour of God alone.” Gracious 
God! why are we to torment our- 
selves to establish the merit of our 
works, when vain glory in them 
is evident ?—For if it is most safe 
to trust to. the mercy of God 
alone, who cau blame us for choos- 
ing that which is safest, of leaving 
the uncertain for the certain, the 
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dangerous for the infallible—the 
shifting sand which may deceive all 
who trust it, for the rock of ages 
which sustains unshakenall who rest 
upon it. It is in the arms of grace 
alone that perfect rest is to be found. 
A man who through faith casts him- 
self there for refuze, eujoys a peace 
“wich passeth all understanding;” 
he knows that God is his father. that 


Jesus Christ is his Redeemer, 
that his reconciliation is made, 
that his condemnation is can- 


celled, that his parjon is certain ; 
he sees in spirit the heavens opened, 
and Jesus extending his arms 
towards him from his throne above: 
and thence arises: that wonderful 
calm in his soul, that all the storms 
of life and all the horrors of death 
cannot destroy. He cries out with 
St. Paul, “ Who shall lay any thing 
to my charge ! ? It is God that justi- 
fieth. Who i is he that condemneth? 

It 1s Christ that died, and has rose 
again, and ascended into heaven, 
where he maketh intercession for 
me. Iam therefore persuaded that 
neither death nor life, nor things pre- 
sent, nor things to come, shall be 
able to separate me from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

But, believers, if this doctrine se- 
cures us, it must not make us sleep. 
If it gives. us confidence, it must not 
plunge us into carelessness, or abate 
our love of, and aim afier holiness. 
I well know that grace has been de- 
famed in all ages. It has always 
been accused of opening a door to 
the licentiousness of mankind, of in- 
dulging the debauches of the vic:ous 
and the dissipations of the worldly, 
and of producing a contempt for 

ood works. But itis long since St. 
Pau! has cleared it of this reproach, 
and if siuce his time they have re- 
vived it against us, God be praised, 
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that only serves to show the confor: 
mity of our doctriue to that of this 
great apostie. For they reproached 
him while he lived, that his di- 
vinity led men to say * Let us con. 
tinue tn sin that grace may abound,” 
But he repels this injurious slander 
with thai execration which he com- 
monly employed, “ God forbid;? 
and we say after him, * God forbid” 
—that grace should authorise sin! 
For this divine grace is an as) ium 
indeed, but not “for those who con- 
tinue unruly and incorrigible rebels, 
[t is not a connivance at the crimes 
of those who persist obstinately | 

wickedness. There is forgiveness 
with God, but it ts that be. may be 
feared. Wherefore this holy apos- 
tle declares to us, “ that the grace 
of God, which bringeth salvation, 
teaches us that denying ungodiiness 
ard worldly lusts, we should live so- 
berly, righteously and godly in this 
present world.’ Forwhat does grace 
require? Certainly it obliges us to 
gratitude, to acknowledgments, to 
thanksgiving, to testify te God our 
sense of his benefits. And how does 
this sense show itself? Cluefly by a pi- 
ous and holy life. What.my brethren, 
has God received us into peace with 
him-eif, that we might declare war 
ayainst him, and e enter into an alli- 
ance offensive and defensive with his 
enemies, Satan, the world, and the 
flesh? Has he washed us from our 
pollutions that we might return to 
our vomit again, and begin afresh to 
wallow daily in the filth and ordure 
of vice? Has he opened to us the 
arms of his mercy that we might 
pierce his bosom, and stab him to 
the heart by our offences? Can we 
be so mad as to believe that he has 
pardoned our sins, that we might 
become more hardened and insolent 
in affroning him? That he has 
opened to us the gate of heaven that 
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we might carry into it the darkness 
and stink of hell? That he has re- 
ceived us to the foot of his altar that 
we might erect idols to satan, that 
we might offer sacrifices to mammon 
or burn incense to Astarte, that im- 
pure Venus who is the mother of 
fornication? God forbid that we 
should entertain so despicable a 
thought, that turns the grace of God 
into lasciviousness, and makes us 
worse than the very devils them- 
selves. For those spirits of dark- 
ness having no partin grace, they 
cannot abuse it, so that those who 
profane it by a wicked life are mali- 
cious in a degree that renders them 
worse and more criminal than dev- 
ils. Know then, that althongh we 
are saved by grace, we must not fail 
to allow the absolute necessity of 
good works. For tospeak once more 
with St. Bernard, “ They are not 
the cause of our reigning, but they 
are the way to the kingdom, because 
we cannot go to heaven by the road 
to hell.”? So that if we would ar- 
rive atthe completion of that great 
salvation, which the grace of the 
Father has procured us, that the Son 
has obtained for us that the power of 
the Spirit applies to us, we must walk 
thitherward continually by true ho- 
liness, ‘* without which no man shall 
see the Lord.” This is the design of 
St.Paul. For after having laid down 
this axiom so important in purity of 
doctrine, that we are saved by grace 
and not by works, he immediately 
establishes this other, which is so 
essential to holiness of life, that we 
are the workmanship of God crea- 
ted in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them.” He 
allows we are not saved by works, 
and yet he declares they are ordain- 
ed that we should walk in them. Let 
us then keep this road; let us pur- 
sue this royal way; which alone can 
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bring us to the end of our heavenly 
calling. Far from imitating the cur- 
sed language of the profane, “* Let 
us sin, that grace may abound,” we 
may say on the contrary, “ Let us 
not sin, because grace has abounded 
in such mercy towards us.” God 
has freely forgiven us our faults, let 
us not then begin again to offend 
and provoke him by fresh crimes.— 
He has delivered us from the curse 
we have deserved, let us then live 
as the blessed of God, and bless him 
forever with all the powers of our 
souls. “ He has bought us with a 
price; let us therefore glorify him 
with our bodies and our spirits which 
are his.”’? He has saved us by grace, 
let us then serve him in return from 
inclination and duty, that by his 
grace we may one day go to glory, 
where our salvation shall be finished 
our holiness complete, our felicity 
perfect, our triumph eternal; and 
where having no more evils to fear, 
nor good to desire, we shall sing 
praises to that God for ever and ev- 
er who has saved us by grace. AMEN. 


For the Religious Monitor. 
DR. PROUDFIT’S SERMON. 


The efforts to spread—to teach— 
and to recommend the Bible, is one 
of the “signs of the times,” which 
distinguishes and honors this gene- 
ration. This sacred book is daily 
spreading—it is more valued than at 
any previous period, and it will soon 
fill the whole earth with the knowl- 
edge of the Lord. It contains all 
that is essential; and he who em- 
braces its truths and gains its spirit, 
is made wise unto salvation, and finds 
in his own happy experience that it 
is the wispom of Gop and the pow- 
er of Gon. 14 ? 
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Every attempt to illustrate or re- 
commend it is to be cheered with 
our approbation, and assisted with 
our co-operation. We have wit- 
nessed with pain, that this Book, in 
some instances has been banished 
from our schools, and we rejoice that 
we have found in Dr. Proudfit an 
able advocate for its restoration in 
some schools and its adoption into 
all. 

The whole Sermon is worthy of 
the zeal and good sense of its Au- 
thor, and of the attentive perusal of 
every Christian professor, Patriot 
and Minister. It is our wish to call 
public attention to its contents in the 
hope that the sermon itself will be 
extensively circulated. This Ser- 
mon was preached at a meeting of 
the Scholars and Teachers, Inspec- 
tors and Commissioners of Common 
Schoolsin Salem. It is founded on 
a most appropriate passage. Deut- 
vi. 6,7. And these words which I 
Sommand thee this day, shall bein 
thine heart; and thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children. 

After a brief but appropriate in- 
troduction and commentary, he an- 
nounces his plan in this energetic 
prayer—* May the Spirit of God and 
of Glory, who originally wrote these 
words on the tablesof stone, now en- 
grave them indelibly on the tables 
of their hearts, while I attempt to 
show,” 


1. Why the scriptures should be 


taught diligently to our children: 
and inquire, 
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Il. On whom this duty is incum- 
bent. 

I. the scriptures should be taught 
to our children, as they are a most 
authentic historical record. 

I am free to assert that as an his- 
torical document, venerable for its 
antiquity, undemabie in its evidence, 
concise, yet distinct im its narrative, 
consistent in all its parts, compre- 
hensive inits range, reaching back 
to the commencement, and by its 
prophecies carrying us forward to 
the consummation of time, the Bi- 
ble is a book in which our youth 
ought early to be instructed. 

2. The scriptures are most suita- 
ble and profitable for youth as they 
exhibit exalted specimens of the 
beautiful and sublime in composi- 
tion. The Creator has formed the 
human mind susceptible of enjoy- 
meut from various sources, but per- 
haps from scarcely any source do we 
derive pleasures either more ration- 
al, or refived, or exqusite than from 
the contemplation of objects lofty 
in their nature. 





As our extracts must necessarily 
be limited, we pass on from the se- 
cond to the fourth head of his first 
division. 

But there is another and_ still 
weightierreason why the Scriptures 
should be taught to our youth; and 
that is 

4. As they constitute the great 
means of salvation. This 1] pro- 
nounce the principal reason, be- 
cause the soul is incomparably more 
precious than the body, and the in- 
terests of eternity infinitely more 
important than all that concerns us 
in the present world. The Bible 
therefore alone surpasses in value all 
the other volumes with which the 
earth has been deluged. 
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j appreciate human learning, and 
he jament that | have not been more 
ast avaricious for its acquisition, but I 

appreciate the learning of the Bible 
is- ten-thousand-fold more. I wish to 
its see my children educated in the lit- 
e, erature of the age; to see their intel- 
/e, lect expanded, and their memories 
re- enriched from the exhaustless treas- 
ck ures of human erudition, yet first of 
its all, and above all, I desire to see 
to them taught the rudiment: of that 
3i- gospel wlach brings life and immor- 
ith tality lo light ; which shows them 
how they may be reconciled unto 
ta. God, how they may serve him ac- 
ey iceptably here, and enjoy bim eter- 
he nally in the regions of glory. ‘* Su 
si- Christum scio, nihil est quod nescio ; 
he sed si Christum nescio, nihil est quod 
y- scio: If | know Christ, itis of little 
or consequence what | know not; but 
we if | know not Christ, it is of little 
n- importance what I do know.” 
m Ii. But, on whom is this daty in- 
ty umbent? was our second inquiry, 
and to this your attention is now 
: respectfully invited. 
ly@ i. This duty is incumbent on par- 
e- ents themselves. 
st 2. This duty is incumbent also on 
those who officiate in the capacity 
of public teachers. 
ill 3. Thss duty is incumbent on the 
es ministers of religion. 
nd I have been adverting to the high 
responsibility which rests on those 
at who have the management of youth, 
0- and | now feel constrained to add 
c- that upon you. respected teachers, 
re no ‘imeconsiderable portion of this 
n- resooasibility devolves. Common 
” sci90's, altho’ they appear to form 
us only the incipient grades of educa- 
le tion, may be regardedas the most 
“ important literary institutions in our 


country, and the design of all the 
subsequent instructions which are 
given in academies, in boarding 
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schools, in colleges, in seminaries 
of medical science, of legal science, 
and of theology, 1s merely to com- 
plete the superstructure, the basis 
of which has been previously laid 
inthem. But, ina republican gov- 
ernment, like ours, commou schools 
appear ina fight pre-eminently in- 
teresting because the perpetuity of 
our civil liberty is involved in the 
general diffusion of kuowledge. and 
in the cultivation of morality and 
religion through the great body of 
our population. A nation the most 
illiterate, the most unprincipled 
and profligate may be controled by 
the iron arm of despotism, but a 
pecple who expect to govern them- 
selves must be itelligent, upright, 
orderly and temperate. Therefore 
I can avow, with all solemnity, that, 
although | were completely a liber- 
tine in religious principle; if I se- 
cretly regarded as mere “ priest- 
craft” the doctrines of a future re- 
tribution, of a heaven for the peni- 
tent and holy, or of a hell for the 
impenitent and impure ; yet merely 
as a republican in sentiment, recog- 
nizing the equal rights of all; asa 
patriot, a friend to the liberties. and 
prosperity, and glory of that coun- 
try which gave me birth ; and asa 
philanthropist, feelling an interest 
in the happiness of the human fam- 
ily of which I constitute a member, 
| would urge the intreduction of the 
Bible into every schooi in our coun- 
try, and the incorporation of its 
moral and religious principles with 
every mental faculty of every youth. 
Without making the least pretens:ons 
to the spirit of prophecy, I readily 
predict that the cultivation of learn- 
ing, and morality, and religion. and 
the blessings of free government, 
will be coeval in our land. 

An extract from a treatise on the same 
subject by Dr. Rush, accompanies 1t. 


J.C. 
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THE STORY OF LIONEL, IN A LETTER 
FROM BLENDON TO HIS GRANDSON. 


We have been induced to lay be- 
fore our readers the story of * Lio- 
nel,” believing that it will be read 
with interest. It is certainly cal- 
culated to encourage the Christian 
in exerting all his influence to re- 
claim a friend, or perhaps a near 
relative, from se detructive a vice. 
Of all the evils that afflict commu- 
nities and individuals intemperance 
is the most to be dreaded, and its 
rapid augmentation throuhout our 
country, is truly alarming to the 
Christian and Philanthropist. This 
pernicious vice has wrung from ma- 
ny a mother’s heart the bitterest 
tears of anguish; and cast many an 
orphan unprotected upon a world, 
which presents at every step snares 
and temptations to which he be- 
comes an almost certain prey. 

My Dear H. 

Poor Lionel has just sunk into 
his grave ; while my tears are yet 
flowing for him, let me attempt to 


present before you the instructive 
picture of his life. 

Lionel ana myself were bosom 
friends, from our earliest years.— 
Born in thesame village, and nearly 
of the same age, we acquired an at- 
tachment for each other almost be- 
fore we could utter the name of 
friend. Both being destined by our 
parents for the University, we pur- 
sued our preparatory studies with 
equal pace, and commenced our 
residence at college in the same 
class. The happy and endearing 
relation of class-mate, room-mate, 
and friend, all conspired to assimi- 


Story of Lonel. 


late our tempers to each other, and 
to produce in us a congeniality of 
taste. ‘This was what my father 
particularly desired; for he often 
said to me, “* My son, I hope by as- 
sociating with one so mild and 
amiable as Lionel, you will learn to 
overcome that impetuous temper 
of yours, which if not restrained in 
early life, I fear will prove your 
ruin.” If | really did succeed (as 
my father seemed to think) in gain- 
ing the victory over a disposition so 
unhappy, | must ascribe it to my 
admiration of that mild, uniform, 
and gentle spirit which appeared 
so sweet and charming in my friend. 
Nor was it by me alone that his ex- 
cellences were felt and acknowl- 
edged : I do not know that Lionel, 
while in college, ever had an enemy. 
Though he surpassed most of his 
class-mates in collegiate honours, 
yet as he was evidently not ambi- 
tious or vain, he was never envied. 
Though he had a very satirical turn 
of mind, yet it was tempered with 
so much good nature and benevo- 
lence, as never to offend. Con- 
ceive of one whe added to a fine 
form and most winning countenance, 
a modest and unassuming demeanor; 
to talents bigher than ordinary, a 
humble and unambitious temper ; 
to wealth which few others could 
command, a plainness of dress that 
merely made his appearance re- 
spectable among his class-mates, 
and so generous and charitable that 
several indigent students were near- 
ly supported out of the fund which 
his father annually allowed him ; [ 
say conceive of one who exhibited 
this bright assemblage of good qual- 
ities, and you will have an exact 
picture of what Lionel was at Col- 
lege. 

Not long after he had completed 
his education, his father was sud- 
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denly removed by death, leavinga temper, induced him to decline 
very large estate to my friend, who every public honor. Yet his life 
was his only child. The care of so was not idle nor useless. Besides 
much property conspired with his the numerous cares arising from the 
natural inclination, to deter him concerns of his own ample estates, 
from studying a profession ; andhe he was the guardian of many or- 
relinquisiied without regret every phans, and employed more than any 
prospect of literary or politieal dis- man I have ever known, in adjust- 
tinction, for that quiet seclusion, ing the concerns of the widow and 
which he was both by nature and fatherless. 

education eminently fitted to adorn _ In this quietand honorable career, 
and enjoy. ‘The loss of his father Lionel had attained his full meridi- 
had indeed deeply affected his ten- an, before | had suspected that any 
der heart, and for a time clouded cloud was rising to darken his de- 
him in melancholy ; but the numer- clining day. I! cannot describe 





ous cares which now devolved upon 
him, and especially his union with 
one who ha: long engrossed hisaffec- 
tions, at length restored his mind to 
its accustomed serenity. 

Being myself at this time transfer- 
red by professional duties to a neigh- 


seeing him have since been only 
occasional: yet they have been 
such as to aflord ample means for 
marking the tenor of his life. In- 
deed for many years afterwards, 


our families interchanged long and 


frequent visits. lis companion 
was in every respect fitted to render 
him happy, and made him the father 
of two amiable and lovely children, 
ason anda daughter. When she 
was removed, (for she died in early 
life,) these two babes were all that 
saved Lionel from sinking under the 
presure of grief. These iwo chil- 
dren from that time, constituted the 
principal solace of their father, and 
their education and future happiness 
became the darling object of his 
mind. Repeated solicitations were 
made to him by his fellow-citizens, 
to become a candidate for political 
appointments, but his love of re- 
tirement, and his unwillingness to 
be separated from his children, in 


Moaeretianéeéous. 


what were my feelings, when I first 
saw a demon of subtle and cruel 
aspect, collecting his thunders over 
the peaceful abode of my friend.— 
It was intemperance! I wept in se- 
cret; | debated with myself what I 
should do for his rescue, and more 


bouring town, my opportunities of than once resolved to direct his eye 


to the awful clouds that were im- 
pending. Would to heaven that 
my resolution had then been strong- 
er! but how could I so late begin to 
disturb the joyous emotions, which 
each others presence had always 
mutually inspired? how could | 
wound a spirit so gentle as his ? 
Unhappily | yielded to my feelings; 
and after a day or two more spent 
at his house, took my departure for 
a distant country, where important 
avocations detained me for three 
years. 

On my return I hastened to the 
house of myfriend. AsI drew near, 
my apprehensions were excited by 
the universal aspect of decay, that 
was exhibited by a place formerly 
distinguished by its neatness and af- 
fluence. What were my emotions, 
when I met my friend and saw his 
eyes inflamed and watery, his 
checks flushed and bloated, and his 
limbs trembling, as with the palsy. 


conjunction with his unambitious J cannot express with what surprise 
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and grief, | heard from his faltering 
tongue sure signals that the cancer 
was preying within. My appar- 
ent fatigue was the excuse for mixing 
at once the fatal potion, which, on 
my declining to receive, he drank 
off himself. It was late in the day 
and the state of my health furnished 
me with an apology for retiring very 
early to my chamber. [| set down 
by my bed-side and gave vent to 
my feelingsina flood of tears. Why 
(said | to myself) did | shrink from 
the kindest oflice of a friend three 
years ago, when my admonitions 
tenderly and affectionately otiered, 
might have baffled the destroyer.— 
Falling on my knees, 1 asked the 
forgiveness of God for neglecting 
the opportunity which he then put 
into my hands, and resolved by his 
grace to attempt the recovery of my 
friend even at this late hour. | pas- 
sed a sleepless night in devising the 
best means for effecting my object, 
and felt cheered by the belief, that 
he whose assistance I had implored, 
had heard my prayer, and pointed 
me to the path which seemed to lie 
open before me. 

After breakfast the next morning, 
when all the other members of the 
family had retired, and Lionel and 
myself were left alone without any 
danger of interruption, | waited for 
the favourable moment to begin.— 
This was partly furnished by my 
friend himself, ‘ Blendon (said he) 
lam glad that you have not forgot- 
ten me—most of my old friends 
have been very cold of late.” I 
replied; ‘‘ My dear sir, I am sure | 
never can forget you, and why 
should they ?” “* { don’t know (ad- 
‘ded he) perhaps the fault is my 
own.” I inquired what he had 
done to provoke neglect. ‘ Noth- 
ing purposely ; but we never kept 
any thing from each other, and I 
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will tell you what I suppose has 
given them offence. Perhaps you 
remarked last night a failing to 
which | am subject.” “ | did in. 
deed, my friend, and I am going with 
your leave, to persuade you to re- 
nounce it.” ‘* O that is impossible: 
I have made a number of attempts 
but it is all in vain—I cannot hive 
without it.” ** You can, dear Lio- 
nel, [know you can ; there is pow- 
erin heaven to enable you to do itif 
your own strength ts insufficient ;— 
and forgive me while | set before 
you the motives which urge you to 
renew the attempt.” “ Forgive 
you:” he exclaimed—*I would 
hear any thing from you.”? 1 began 
with distant objects. I remarked 
on the decaying aspect of his build- 
ings so inconsistent with his former 
taste ; upo. the loss of his authority 
over his domestics ; upon the de- 
cline of his reputation, aud ti e neg- 
lect which he was begining to feel. 
All this time Lionel paid strick at- 
tention, and the tears had begun, 
one by one, to steal down his cheeks. 
I next mentioved the grief which 
those very friends, so long tried and 
beloved, must feel to be obliged for 
their own credit to avoid his socie- 
ty. At last | came to his children 
—the scene was too much—I could 
not proceed—such floods of tears, 
such heart-rending sobs broke forth, 
as I never witnessed before. We 
sat without exchanging a word 
for half an hour. At length his 
feelings had become calm and he 
broke silence. ‘ My dear Blendon, 
said he, these are the wounds of a 
friend. Jam resolved never again 
to taste the fatal draught; do you 
offer our united supplications to 
God, that he will enable me to per- 
severe in this resolution.” We 
knelt together, and my lips animated 
by these syptoms of returning life, 
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glowed witha fervour seldom known time he had passed in reading the 
to me before. When we rose. joy scriptures and in religious exercises. 
and hope beamed from the counte- He now felt an inefiable degree of 
nance of Lionel ashe bade me di- joy and triumph. The grace of God, 
rect such measures to his family as which had enabled him to gain the 
prudence should dictate, and ten- victory, was his constant and darling 
dered to Ine his keys. I directed theme. The tidings of his reforma- 
every drop of spirits to be carried at tion were soon spread abroad : 
a distance, and prescribed such al- many feared it was only tempory, 
terations in his diet as | deemed but after a year had elapsed, the 













necessary. We passed most of the 
day in walking over his lands, and 
enlivened the hours w:th those sweet 
recollections of our earlier days 
upon which we both loved to dwell. 
As evening approached Lionel 
complained of severe pain and grew 
melancholy. 1 consoled him under 
his sufferings by pursuading bim that 
they would not be of long duration, 
and by holding up to his view the 
prize he would win. We had made 
arrangements to lodge in the same 
room, and by his consent I took the 
keys. Atshort intervals | heard him 
utter such groans as evinced great 
sullering. ‘The morning came but 
brought no relief. A spasmodic 


strength of his resolution was so ap- 
parent in the natural hue that was 
restored to his features, in his regular 
atlention to business, in his exem- 
plary hfe and ardent piety, that, no 
one any longer doubted the reality 
of the change. The church wel- 
comed,him to her communion, and 
afterwagds made him one of her el- 
ders ; and his fellow-citizens showed 
by various marks of respect, that 
their confidence was fully restored. 


Ch. Spect. BLENDON. 





From the Columbian Star. 
CONDUCT AFTER PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Mr. Epiror, 


h affection, attended with excruciating In some places, it is very custom- 
d pa'n, a universal trembling and an ary among professors of religion, 
‘ uneasiness that threatened to make immediately after returning from di- 
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him frantic; were the symptoms that 
commenced with that memorable 
day. Had he requested I do not 
know but I should have readily con- 
seuted to abandon the trial. I even 
hinted that his sufferings were 
alarming; but he took no advantage 
of the opportunity then given him. 
At his request we united in prayer, 
and spent most of the day in the exer- 
cises of devotion. Towards evening 
his distress was somewhat mitigated, 
and heslept quietly during the night 
ensuing. Sufferings similar to the 
former returned the next day, but 
evidently ina milder form. It was 
a week before he was entirely free 
from pain, a great part of which 
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vine service on the Sabbath, to 
bring forward a variety of ardent 
spirits, and urge all presentto drink. 
Admirable method to render the 
mind solemn, and to assist it in di- 
gesting a gospel sermon! Such 
Christians, instead of retiring to 
their closets, and praying God to 
bless what they have heard, repair 
to the bottle for the excitement of 
life’s wearied powers, and then sing : 
*¢ The sorrows of the mind, 
Be banished from the place ; 


Religion never was designed 
To make our pleasures less.” 


Having thus prepared themselves 
for judicious and charitable criticism, 
they enter upon an examination of 


118 














112 


the sermon, the prayers and singing presented in stronger colours, that 


which they have heard, and of the 
dresses of the hearers. After a 
sumptuous dinner and a few sapient 
political discussions, they recoilect 
that unfortunately they were out late 
the night preceding, at an auction, 
or party, or show, and were depri- 
ved of rest. The Sabbath is a day 
of rest, therefore why not restore 
their languid frames by reclining an 
hour or two before afternoon ser- 
vice. Beds and sofas are soon put 
in requisition, and all with them is 
as ** still as the Sabbath.” When 
the hour for meeting arrives, they go 
from their couches, their bottle and 
a hearty dinner, prepared go nod 
and dream through another of God’s 
messages to a perishing world. 
EZEKIEL, 


GAMING. 

The wages of sin is death.—We 
do not remember to have seen the 
malignant consequences of this vice 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


LORD BYRON. 


Our readers have doubtless seen an 
account of the death of this great, but 
singular man, who has acted so con- 
spicuous a part in the literary and po- 
litical world. The Greeks very justly 
regard his death as a national calamity; 
and the deep interest which he mani- 
fested for their cause towards the close 
of his life, will endear his memory to 
the friends of liberty throughout the 
world. But it is to be regretted, that 
his writings which everywhere exhibit 
the gigantic powers of his mind, are 
calculated instead of promoting, to 
subvert the best interests of mankind ; 
and, so far as their influence extend, 
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in an account of the faie of a grea! 
body of gamesters at Hamburgh, 
which was originally published ina 
German Gazette, by an intelligent 
spectator, as the result of his atten- 
tive examination during a period of 
two years. 

Of six hundred individuals, who 
were in the habit of frequenting ga- 
ming-houses, he states, that nearly 

one half not only lost considerable 
sums, but were finally stripped of all 
means of subsistence, and ended 
their days by self murder. Of the rest 
not less than a hundred finished their 
career by becoming swindlers or rob- 
bers on the highway. ‘The rem- 
nant of this unfortunate group per- 
ished; some by apoplexy ; but the 
greater part by chagrin and despair. 
He mentions, that during the whole 
space of two years, to which his jour- 
nal is confined, he did not see one 
of the six hundred gamsters with a 
single new dress. Bost. Tel. 







to banish from the world all religion 
and morality. Disgusted with the 
common pursuits of men, and dissatis- 
fied with earth and heaven, he boldly 
set at defiance the laws of God ; and 
he scrupled not treat with supreme 
contempt the most sacred feelings o! 
our nature. Vainly attempting to be 
more than man, he became less ; and 
his proud sou! chose rather to exultin 
its own misery, than yield submission 
to the will of Heaven. 

The youthful admirer of Byron whe 
possesses no fixed principles of reli- 
gion, and who adopts his sentiments, 
is furnishing himself with an armour, 


which will in all probability, prov« 








Religious Intelligence. 113 


impervious to a conviction of the im- 
portant truths of Revelation. 

The evil of his works consists, not 
so much in avowed hostility to the in- 
spired writings, a8 in diffusing errone- 
ous principles of happiness and true 
greatness :—principles which are op- 
posed to the spirit of the gospel, and 
which may continue to exert for cen- 
turies an unpropitious influence over 
the minds of the youth both of the Old 
and New world. 

This indeed, is the real shape 
which modern infidelity has assumed. 
it deals rather in insinuation, than in 
open avowel ;—and often gratulates 
itself for its superior refinement, and 
happy escape from the superstitious 
narrow-minded notions of the com- 
mon herd of mankind, which are in- 
discriminately applied by it, to all re- 
ligions. By this mode more is effect- 
ed, than the writings of Voltaire, 
Paine and others could ever accom- 
plish. Thousands of the unwary 
seize the bait and are irrevocably lost. 
How true, how forcible, is the decla- 
ration of am inspired Apostle! ‘ The 
natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, nejther tan he know 
them.”” 


~ eee 


INDIAN MIISSIONS. 


On sabbath evening the 4th inst. _ 


the Rev. Mr. Crane, Agent of the 
United Foreign Missionary Society, 
delivered a discourse in the first 
Presbyterian church in this city om 
the subject of Indian Missions, and 
took a colletion in aid of the funds of 


the Society. Seldom have we heard 
Vou, | 


any cause more ably supported ; and 
never have we been more gratified 
with any thing on this subject. We 
understand that Mr. Crane is enga- 
ged in an extensive agency in our 
churches; and we feel a confidence 
that the interest that will be excited 
in this branch of Missionary enter- 
prize must be commensurate with 
his agency. We have heard but 
one expression in regard to the very 
able and interesting discourse which 
we had the pleasure of hearing—it 
has been that of the most entire 
gratification. itis understood that 
Mr. Crane will soon return to this 
city, and favour the other churches 
that may be disposed to hear him, 
with an opportunity of co-operating 
in this cause. The amount of the 
contributions in the church where 
he officiated, as stated to us, was 
101 dollars and 33 cents. 


New-York Srate Tract Society 


This Society which was formed in 
this city in February last, holds out 
a fair inducement to the different 
religious societies in thestate to lend 
a helping hand in promoting the ob- 
ject for which it was formed, by for- 
ming Auxiliary Societies, for the 
purpose of contibutring to its funds, 
and by receiving from it, Tracts for 
circulation. The Hon. Stephen Van 
Rensselaer, is President, and Ebe- 
nezer Watson Esq. Secretary. We 
extract the following from theis ad- 


dress. 
15 
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“ In our own State, inthe coun- 
ties of Albany, Saratoga, Montgom- 
ery, Schenectady, and Schoharie, 
it appears from careful investigation 
that there are at least 50,000 per- 
sons destitute of the stated ordi- 
nances of the Gospel. How many 
then must there be nm the whole 
state ? Do not these thousands need 
Tracts? From the report of the 
Superintendent of common schools 
to the Legislature at the present 
session, it appears that there were 
about 400,534 children between the 
ages of five and fifteen years, in- 
structed in the common schools. Is 
no good to be expected from giving 
to every one of these children, to 
carry to their parents’ houses one 
tractevery month; or even to the 
meritorious, one every week? The 
Canal Commissioners estimate the 
number of boats now employed or 
the canals at 600: and their in- 
crease bafflesall calculation. How 
many thousands wil live in these 
boats without any Sabbath !—And 
who does not know that the popu- 
lation which lives on the waters— 
from the sailor who circumnavi- 
gates the globe, to the river-man 
whose home is the raft—is vicious to 
a proverb.” 


SYRIA MIISSION. 


Messrs. Goodell and Bird, give 
the following description of the in- 
habitants of Bairout, ina letter da- 
ted, January 1, 1824. We copy from 
the Religious Chronicle. 


The whole population of Bairout 
and the vicinity, amounts probably 
to about five thousand souls. And, 
when we look down upon the abodes 
of these immortal beings, that are 
sunk in ignorance and sin. and then 
cast our eyes upon the lofty heights 


of Lebanon, we cannot but exclaim, 
“ How beautiful upon the moun- 
tains, would be the feet of them that 
preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things.” 
But alas! of this country it must 
be said, ‘‘ the prophets prophecy 
falsely, and the priests bear rule 
by their means, and the people love 
to have itso.”? Among the many, 
who call themselves christians, itis 
to be feared, that not an individual 
can be found, who feels the power 
of religion in his heart, or who has 
the least idea of exhibiting the ex- 
cellency of it in his life. The peo- 
ple of this country are literally “a 
mixed multitude ;” and, as to reli- 
gion, the Rev. Mr. Jowett, (who is 
now with us, waiting for an oppor- 
tunity for Malta) states, that they 
are divided and subdivided into 
more than twenty different sects, all 
mortally “* hating one another.”’-— 
And, as to their character as idivid- 
uals or communities, some of the 
prominent traits may be found in 
the following passages of Holy Writ; 
“Every one from the least even 
unto the greatest, is given to covet- 
ousness ; from the prophet even 
unto the priest, every one that deal- 
eth falsely.” “* Both prophet and 
priest are profane.” “ Every one 
speaketh lies, and there is none val- 
iant for the tfuth.” Profaneness 
and lying appear to be characteris- 
tic of every man, woman and child. 
Even those, who are in the highest 
repute for sanctity are yet so pro- 
fane, as to shock the ears of com- 
mon decency ; and it is so uncom- 
mon to find a man of truth, that Mr. 
King has received in this region, the 
appellation of “ the man that speaks 
the truth.” “There,” say they,as 
he walks the streets of Bairout, 
‘comes the truth teller.’ This 
land is truly dark. The smoke. 
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that ascended from the bottom- 
less pit, has cast a horror of great 
darkness onallaround. ‘The Beast 
and false prophet have united 
their baleful influence in robbing 
this part of creation of its chief 
glory. But we trust the time 
is near when these enemies of 
the church shail be judged. “ The 
Lamb shall overcome them.” The 
true light shall shine. The super- 
stition of the Christian and the 
abomination of the Turk shall van- 
ish. The old waste places shall be 
built again, and the desolation of 
many generations shall be repaired. 
“ The glory of the Lamb shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together.” | 





GENERAL SYNOD OF THE REFORMED 
DUTCH CHURCH. 


The General Synod of the Re- 
formed Dutch Church closed their 
session in the city of New-York, on 
Thursday, the 10th ult. At the 
opening of the session, a sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Jesse Fonda, 
the former President of Synod.— 
The Rev. Thomas De Witt was 
chosen President ; the Rev. John 
Ludlow preached the annual mis- 
sionary sermon; and we understand 
that an unusually large amount of 
business important to the church 
was transacted. 





CHURCHES IN ENGLAND. 


Another appropriation of near 
12,000,000 has been made hy the 
British Parliament to build churches 
in England. The Dissenters are 
petitioning against this, and say the 
Episcopalians are rich enough to 
build for themselves, without taking 
money partly derived from other 
religions. 
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Upwards of D4,000,009 were ap- 
propriated a few years since to build 
churches—and 98 had been erected, 
afiording accommodation to 450,- 
000 persons. Still it was said there 
was a want of room in churches.— 
Mr. Hobhouse denie¢@ that there 
was any general want of room.— 
The official papers said 3,000,000 
people wanted accommodation, and 
yet this grant would only give it to 
75,000. Sothat D90,000,000 would 
be wanted to complete the accom- 
modation. Mr. H. recommended 
double or treble service, and said 
that churches in abundance would 
be eres ted if those who built them 
were allowed to choose their own 
ministers. 

Mr. Hume said the way to pro- 
mote religion was to have pious 
clergymen, not to erect stone walls. 
He had seen churches well built, 
but very ill filled. Of 10,600 par- 
sans, there are 6,804 non-residents, 


ew 


THE TEN TRIBES. 


Among the communications to 
the London Jews Society published 
iu the Expositor for May, is a letter 
from Thomas Jarrett, Esq. Acting 
Secretary to the Madrass Corres- 
ponding Committee, on the supposed. 
discovery of the long lost Ten 
Tribes. It isdated Madrass, Sept. 
19, 1823. 

The letter is mainly occupied with 
an account of Mr. Largon’s Mission 
in search of the “ Beni-Israel,” its 
result is the statement of the follow- 
ifg particulars respecting the peo- 
ple among whom he prosecuted his 
inquiries. 

Ist. These people, in dress and 
manners, resemble the natives so 
as not to be distinguished from them, 
but by attentive observation and in- 
quiry. 2d. They have Hebrew 
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names of the same kind, and with He remarks that they have, how- 
the same local terminations, as the ever, adopted some of the idolatrous 
Sepoys in the 9th Regiment Bombay practices of the Hindoos, fulfilling 
Native Infantry. 3d.Someofthem the prophecy of Moses. ‘The Lord 
read Hebrew, and they have a faint shall scatter thee among all people, 
tradition of the cause of their orig- from one end of the earth to the 
inal exodus from Egypt. 4th. Their other, and then shalt thou serve other 
common language is the Hindoo.— gods, which neither thou nor thy 
5th. They keep idols and worship fathers have ever known wood and 


them, and use idolatrous ceremonies 
intermixed with Hebrew. 6th. 
They circumcise their own children. 
7th. They observe the Kippoor, or 
great expiation-day of the Hebrews. 
8th, They call themselves “ Gorah 
Jehudi,” or White Jews, and they 
term the Black Jews “ Collah Je- 
hadi.” 9th. They speak of the 
Arabian Jews as their brethren, but 
do not acknowledge the European 
Jews as such because they are of a 
fairer complexion than themselves. 
10th. They use the same prayer as 
those of whom we have already 
heard, namely, “ Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God, (Jehovah, Elohim) 
is one Lord, (Jehovah).’’ Deut. 
vi. 4. 11th. They have no Cohen, 
(priest,) Levite or Nasi among them, 
under those terms, though it appears 
they have elders and a chief in each 
community, who determine m their 
religious concerns. 12. They ex- 
pect Messiah, and when he comes, 
that they will all go to Jerusalem ; 


that the time of his appearance will 


soon arrive, and their return at 
which they would much rejoice, 
since at Jerusalem they would 
see their God, worship him only, 
and be dispersed no more. 

Mr. Jarret observes that the ac- 
count given of these people by Mr. 
S. is, in his opinion, sufficient to 

rove them ‘ Israelites ” and not 
ews of the two tribes and a half, 
and probably we may from all the 
circumstances, safely include them 
among the long lost ten tribes.— 


R. Chron. 


stone. 


———- 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Proofs that the common theories 
and modes of reasoning respecting 
the depravity of mankind exhibit it 
as a physical attribute, with a view 
of the scriptural doctrine relative 
to the nature and character of man 
as a moral agent. New-York: pub- 
lished by F. & R. Lockwoop, No. 
154 Broadway. pp. 104 octavo. 


“ A Discourse pronounced before 
His Excellency William Eustis, 
Esq. Governor; the Honourable 
Council, and the two Houses com- 
posing the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts, May 26, 1824, being the An- 
niversary Election; by Dante. 
Suarp, Pastor of the Third Baptist 
Church, in Boston.” 

“The Tnmals and Encourage- 
ments of Christ’s Faithful Ministers, 
a Sermon, delivered in the Chapel 
of the Baptist Literary nnd Theo- 
logical Seminary, Hamilton, (N.Y.) 
March 19, 1824, occasioned by the 
recent deaths of Rev. Obed War- 
ren, of Covert, (N. Y.) and Rev. 
Clark Kendrick, of Poultney, (Vt.) 
by Naruaniet Kenprick, D. D. 
Professor of Theology in the Semi- 
nary.” 

If the Baptists says the Colum- 
bian Star, have been left bebind, 
in point of literary acquisitions, by 
their brethren of other denomina-~ 
tions, it must be allowed that they 
have, within a few years, made yig- 
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orous cilorts to overtake them. As 
a taste for education becomes more 
diffused, the number of individuals 
who possess cultivated minds, and 
literary attainments, daily increases ; 
and the effect is witnessed, in the 
nuinber and merits of the produc- 
tions, from Baptist pens, which mul- 
tiply around us. 


—_—— 


DEDICATION. 


On the 4th inst. a new Presbyte- 
rian Church in. Esperance, Scho- 
harie co. was dedicated to the wor- 
ship of God. Two discourses were 
delivered on the occasion, by the 
Rey. Dr. Yates of Union College, 
and the Rev. Luke Lyons, pastor 
A few 
months since, this place was desti- 
tute of the stated ordinances of the 
gospel, and was literally a region of 
darkness, in religious matters. 


elect of the congregation. 


SUMMARY. 


The Rev. Alexander M’Clelland, 
has recently been elected, by the 
Trustees of Dickinson College, 
Carlisle, Pa. Professor of the Phi- 
tosophy of the Mind and Belles Lei- 
tres, and Principal of that Institu- 
tion. 

Noah Webster Esq. and his son, 
of New-Haven, Conn. have sailed 
for Europe. Mr. Webster’s object, 
is the completion and publication of 
his Universal Dictionary, upon 
which he has been employed for 
twenty years. 

On the 23d ult. at the Cathedral 
Church in Quebec, a Sermon was 
preached and a collection taken up, 
to aid the designs of the Society for 
Promoting Christian knowledge, and 
the National Schools. Upwards of 
D320, was collected. 


Sir Joho Malcom says, that with- 
in the last 30 years,above 1000 wo- 
men have been put to death as 
witches, in central India. 

A subscription of D10,000 has 
been raised in New-Hampshire, for 
the support of indigent pious young 
men at Dartmouth College. The 
interest alone can be applied to this 
purpose or any other—the princi- 
pal.s to remain a permament fund. 

Great preparations are making 
in New-York, and elsewhere for the 
reception of La Fayette. 

Long winded.—T he London Mis- 
sionary Society, (says the New-York 
Religious Chronicle.) held its anni- 
versary on Thursday the 13th May. 
The celebrated Mr. Irving, of the 
Caledonian Chapel, preached one 
of the anniversary sermons in the 
evening, and spoke for more than 
three hours and a half. 

Hamilton Institution@@N. Y.—A 
public examination of the students 
in the Baptist Literary and Theo- 
logical Seminary in Hamilton, was 
held on the 28th of May last, and 
several succeeding days. The 
number of graduates wasten. It 
is said, that the examination was 
highly creditable to the studerits and 
reflected honor on their teachers. 

There has been for the last four 
months, a very general attention 
paid to religion in Moreau, Fort 
Edward, and some of the adjoining 
towns, and many have given evi- 
dence, of having met with a saving 
change of heart. Numbers appar- 
ently discover the keenest sorrw, for 
their former neglect of God’s wor- 
ship, and contempt of his ordinan- 
ces. 

Mr. Granville, has been commis- 
sioned an agent to the U.S. from 
the government of Hayti, to make 
arrangements for the transportation 
to that Island. of such of our col- 
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oured population as may choose to during the past year is 10.431, and 


avail themselves of the offer. 

The Rev. Dr. Lindsley, late pres- 
ident of Princeton College, has ac- 
cepted the appointment of president 
of Columbia College, at Nashville, 
Tenn. which is to be opened, under 
his auspices, about the Ist of No- 
vember next. 

Odained.—At Stillwater, (N. Y.) 
June Ist, the Rev. David Bernard. 

At Marietta, Pa. June 4th, Rev. 
Orson Douglass. 

At Becket, Mass. June 9th, the 
Rev. Charles Goodrich. 

At Falmouth, Mass. June 9th, 
the Rev. Benjamin Woodbury. 

At Middletown, Conn. June 10th, 
Rey. Enoch Green, Jr. 

At Harpersfield, N. Y. June 9th, 
the Rev. Sayres Gazley, and Rev. 
Marcus Harrison. 

At Gamgper June 16th, the Rev. 
Sumner Eincoln. 

A meeting of the General Con- 
vention ot the Baptist Churches of 
the State of Connecticut and its vi- 
cinity, was held at Middletown, on 
the second Wednesday, of June, 
A. D. 1824.—Fourteen churches 
were added to the Convention the 
present session. 

On the 10th of June the Annual 
commencement of the University 
of North Carolina occurred at Cha- 
pel Hill. On this occasion, thirty- 
four young gentlemen received the 
degree of A. B. and seven that of 
A. M. R. Chron. 


Statistics of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. —From 
the Synodical and Presbyterial re- 
ports presented to the General As- 
sembly at their recent sessiun, it ap- 

ears that there are under the care 
of the Assmbly 13 Synods, 77 Pres- 
byteries, 1679 congregations: the 
number of pastors is 769; licen- 
tiates, 173 ; and candidates, 195.— 
The number of communicants added 


the whole number of communicants 
is 1,129,555.—The number of adult 
batisms during the year has been 
2,120 and infant batisms 10,642.— 
The amount of collections for mis- 
sions, D6,795; for commissioners’ 
fand, D1,465; for Theological Sem- 
inary, D1.465; for Presbyteriai fund, 
D360; and for Education fund, 
D7,928. Col. Star. 

A German paper says, the Pope 
has made an additional grant, of 
D24,000 annually to the Congrega- 
tion de propagande fide, for the spe- 
cial purpose of encouraging the 
progress of the Catholic religion in 
the United States of America.—/b. 


Death-bed of a Jewish Rabbi. 


When Rabbi Johannan Benjazi 
was sick, his disciples came to visit 
him, and when he saw them he be- 
gan to weep. They said unto him 
Rabbi. the light of Israel, the right 
hand pillar, the strong hammer, 
wherefere dostthou weep. He an- 
swered them, if they were carrying 
me before a king of flesh and blood, 
who is here to day, and to morrow 
in the grave, who, if he were angry 
with me his anger could not last for- 
ever; if he put me in bondage, that 
bondage would not be everlasting ; 
and if he condemned me to death, 
that death would not be eternal ; 
whom I could sooth with words and 
bribe with riches, yet even in these 
circumstances I could weep. But 
now | am going before the King of 
of kings, the only blessed God, 
who liveth and endureth forever 
and ever, who if he is angry 
with me, his anger will last 
forever; if he puts me in bondage 
his bondage will be everlasting ; if 
he condemns me to death, that 
death will be eternal; whom I 
cannot sooth with words or bribe 
with rizhes; when further, there are 














before me two ways, the one to hell 
the other to Paradise, and I know 
not to which they are carrying me ; 
should | not weep? [Talmud Bara- 
cooth, fol. col. 8.] 

Who does not long to point the 
mourning Israelite to the “ Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sins of 
the world.” Israel’s Adv. 





A correspondent of the Colum- 
bian Star, puts among others, the 
As 


we are not celebrated for guessing 


following apposite questions. 


and have a tolerable share of curi- 
osity, we should like to have the 
writer informs us to what particular 
‘* part of our country” he refers. 


“ Awake, awake, put on thy strength, 
O Zion.” 

Is not religion in a very low and 
declining state ina certain part of 
our couniry 7 

May not the injunction, “ Awake 
thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
life! (Eph. v. 14,) be aptly ad- 
dressed to professors there ? 

Should they not honestly inquire 
into the causes of their decline, 
and faithfully apply the remedies ? 

Is not their standard of Christian 
practice a degraded one? 

Are not professors too little in 
communion with God and with each 
other; but little engaged in the 
service of God; and much in the 
world, and greatly conformed to it ? 

Do ministers preclude themselves, 
by other engagements, from devo- 
ting a due portion of time to person- 
al religion? By such omission, they 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, and 
he departs from them: They be- 
come cold and joyless, and their 
ministrations are without unction : 
A light and worldly spirit, “ foolish 
talking and jesting,” (Eph, y. 4) and 
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sinful compliances, are also proba- 
ble consequences. They cannot 
feel, too, the force of the question, 
‘“‘ thou, therefore, which teachest 
another, teachest thou notthyself?” 
(Rom. ii. 21) and they adapt their 
preaching to their practice. ‘They 
discourse largely of the privileges 
and the comforts of the Gospel, and 
but rarely and slightly of its personal 
evidences and its requirements. 

Do ministers omit due prepara- 
tion for their public ministrations ? 
Are their prayers the mere sugges- 
tions of the moment, and cone- 
quently inapplicable to the condi- 
tion of their people and to the occa- 
sion? Do their discourses combine 
a complete course of Scriptural in- 
struction, doctrinal, experimental, 
and practical? Do they, as ‘Scribes 
instructed unto the kingdom of heav- 
en, bring forth out of their treasure 
things new and old,” (Matt. xin. 52. 
and * study to show themselves ap- 
proved unto God, workmen that 
need not be ashamed, rightly divi- 
ding the word of truth?” (2 Tim. 
vil. 2, 15.) 

Do ministers, not only “ in the 
temple,” but, also, as they have op- 
portunity, “ in every house, cease 
not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ ;” (Acts, v. 42) “* exhorting, 
and comforting, and charging every 
one” of their flock, “as a father 
doth hil@ghildren, that they would 
walk worthy of God, who hath cal- 
led them unto his kingdom and glo- 
ry ?” (Thess. it. 11, 12.) 

** Awake, awake, put on strength. 
O arm of the Lord !” Pavt. 





Associate Synod, of North America. 

The Asso¢iate Synod of North 
America closed their twenty-third 
annual meeting, in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, on Wednesday the 2d of 
At the opening of the Sy- 


June. 
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nod a sermon was preached by the 
Rev. David Goodwiilie. The Rev. 
Alex. Murray, was chosen Modera- 
tor. The Synod adjourned, to meet 
in Pittsburgh on the fourth Wed- 





nesday of May, 1825. It appears 
that there are under the care of the 
Synod, 7 Ptesbyteries; 48 Minis- 
ters; 91 congregations; 2,996 fam: 
ilies ; and 8,069 communicants. 





POETRY. 


THE HOUR OF DEATH. 


Leaves have their time to fall, 

Aad flowers to wither at the north Wind’s breath 
And stars to set—but all, 

Thou hast ali seasons for thine own, uh, Death ! 


Day is for morta! care, 
Eve for glad meetings round the joyous hearth, 
Night for the dreams of sleep, the voice of 
prayer— 
Bat all for thee, thou mightiest of the earth! 


The banquet hath its hour, 
Its feverish hour of mirth, and song, and Wine; 
There comes a day for Gricf’s overwhelming 
power, 
A time for softer tears—but all are thine ! 


Youth and the opening rose 
May look sike things too glorious for decay, 
And smile at thee—but thou art not of those 
That wait the ripened bloom to seize their prey. 


Leaves have their time to fall, 

And flowers to wither at the north wind’s breath, 
Aud stars to set—but all, 

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, oh, Death! 


We know when moons shal! wane 
When summer birds from far shall cross the sea, 
When autumn’s hue shall tinge the golden 
grain ; 
But who shall! teach us when to look for thee ? 


Itis when spring’s first gale 
Comes forth to whisper where the violets lie ’ 
Itis when roses in our paths grow_pale ? 
They have one season, all are ours @:. ; 
. 
Thou art where billows foam, 
‘Thou art where the music melts upon the air ; 
Thou art around us in our peaceful home, 
And the world calls us far—and thou art there ! 


Thou art where friend meets friend, 
Beneath the shadow of the elm to rest; 
Thou art where foe meets foe, and trumpets 
rend > 
The skies and swords beat down the princely 
crest. 


Leaves have their time to fall, 

And fi@Wers to wither at the north wind’s breath, 
And stars to set—but all, 

Thou hast al! seasons for thine own, oh, Death ? 


From the Connecticut Mirrer 
THE FUNERAL 


I saw a dark robed train, who sadly bore 
A lifeless burden toward the house of God- 
I enter’d there-—for I had heard ’twas good 
To see the end of man. Then slowly awoke 
The organ's dirge like strain—soft—soleimn- 
», sweet >— 
its mournful modulation seem’d to breathe 
sound of sorrow o’er the slumbering air, 
Be its deep drawn and linked melody 
nforcing tears. But at the words sublime 
Of tnspiration—* Though we seem to sleep, 
As fora moment—Wwe shali rise, be changed," 
And in the twingling of an eye put on 
The victor robe of immortality,” 
Quick, at the warmth f So divine a faith 
Vanish’d those tears—as fleets the transient dew 
From the morn’s eye. 
There lay the form of one, 
Who many a year had in t!.at hallow'd place, 
Constant as came the day which God had bless’d, 
Appear’d to pay his vows.—Yes, there he rose, 
With reverend front—and strong, maj -stic frame, 
Wiiere now, as powerless as the smitten babe, 
He waits for other hands to bear him forth. 
Firm at each post of piety and peace 
Where Christ hath bade his servants watch, he 
stood, 
Even till the gather’d shades of evening blanch’d 
His shuddering temples with unmelting frost. 
He had the praise = pao who knew to prize 
The noiseless tenour of an upright course ; 
And he had drarik of sorrow.—Those who shed 
The hely charities around his home, 
Had Jong been tenants of the voiceless tomb ; 
And fiom that home, and those bright-shadow 
ing trees, 
The lingering solace of his hegmit hours, 
He by a freax of winged wealth was driven, 
But now his head on that cold pillow rests, 
Where sleepless an uish dares not plant a thora 
No more his bruised heart pours strong inceuse 
forth 
To him who smote it—nor his lonely tears 
Freshen the turf where his loved treasures lay. 
And is there cause to weep, that yon pale clay 
Should libera‘e its tortured prisoner ? 
ourn we because the radiant realms of bliss 
Have gain’d a guest ?—or that the countless ills, 
Which poise on vulture wing o’er helpless man, 
Have losta victim? Is ittime to weep, 
When at this very hour, perchance, the soul 4 
Reads in the sun-bright register of heaven | 














The need of ail its discipline—and pours 
Its rapturous being forth to the Great Sire 
In one eternal hymn ? 

Hartford, June 9h, W824. 








